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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting  
held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 3

rd
 July 2014 

PRESENT 
Councillors 
Chairman –  Penny Honeyborne 

Ian Munro Eric Pomfret Nicola Prince  

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright 
Non Parish Councillors 
Public – 13 
 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr. Neil Ritchie – Family Commitment. 
Cllr. John Thompson – Work Commitment. 
Cllr. Sue Willett – Family Commitment. 
 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None declared. 
 

MINUTES 
RESOLVED 14/268 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on 1st May 2014. 
 

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION SOUTH CHESHIRE BORDERS LAND TRUST 
Tony Clare from Cheshire Community Action gave a presentation which included the following 
points:- 
CW&C rural housing strategy had identified a need for affordable housing in the rural area and 
along with Cheshire East and some housing associations have provided funding for the idea of 
Community Land Trusts (CLTs) to be developed.  
This is where communities develop and or manage community assets including affordable 
homes. 
The Cheshire Borders Community Borders Land Trust is looking to do this in the Malpas and 
the wider area, they have been gifted land as part of the development on Chester Road which it 
is hoped will be used to build a new doctors surgery. 
CLTs allow the community to identify what housing is needed by their community and well as 
controlling the allocations criteria. 
It was noted CLTs tend to favour more environmentally friendly building schemes and some 
have built passive homes. 
It is a huge amount of work to develop and manage a CLT but the benefits far outweigh the 
draw backs. 
It would be run by a voluntary management board. 
There are currently 140 CLTs across the country. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Clare for his presentation. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A query arose regarding the possible footpath between Church Road and the Inveresk Road 
development, the clerk confirmed there was nothing further to report on that item. 
A query was raised regarding the field behind the Hall, the Clerk reported it was hoped 
information regarding the possible transfer to the Parish Council would be available for 
consideration at the Council’s September meeting. 
The clerk made the following statement regarding fracking and coal bed methane extraction 
planning applications. 
She read an e-mail from Rod Brookfield of CW&C which confirmed there were no current 
applications for sites in the south of the borough and any application would be judged on 
planning merits and as yet CW&C does not have a policy or view on fracking etc however a 
cross party working group has been established to investigate the matter. 
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There were three test sites in Shocklach, one was drilled three years ago with no further works 
proposed the other two were not drilled and permissions have now lapsed. 
The Clerk stated the Parish Council should not resolve to support or object any possible future 
planning application as this would leave the Council open to challenge for predetermination as it 
should approach all applications with an open mind. The Council should not tie the hands of 
future councils be deciding a policy of this nature, noting the Council is up for election in May 
2015. Finally it was noted that Tilston Parish Council is only a consultee in the planning process 
and has no greater powers on deciding an application than any individual. 
Residents made the following comments regarding fracking and coal bed methane extraction:- 
A published map shows shale gas from Upton in Chester to Doddleston in Oswestry which will 
go right through the Tilston area. 
Any extraction in the area will impact Tilston. 
There is likely to be 100s of wells across the area and will result in the wholesale 
industrialisation of rural Cheshire. 
Each site has 10 drills working 24 hours a day, seven days a week creating light and noise 
pollution. 
A lot of information can be obtained looking at UN websites. 
Extraction has a negative impact on house prices in the area which can be reduced by 25%. 
Government argues it will create local jobs, DART have confirmed that no local jobs will be 
created in Doddleston (Oswestry). 
Tourism will decline in areas where extraction is taking place, also if introduced organic farms 
could lose their organic status. 
Government are no longer claiming extraction will reduce energy prices. 
It is argues it is ‘good for the communities’, How? Compensation will be paid to the local 
authority and may not be spent in the area where extraction is taking place. 
Cheshire East has stopped any drilling in their area due to environmental concerns. 
There is a public meeting taking place on 16th July (7.30) at Farndon with a speakers from 
Ashton Heyes on community energy and a geologist from Oxford University. 
Concerns were raised regarding how closely the government is working with the extraction 
industry. 
Cases of breast cancer have increased dramatically around drilling sites in Texas, while it has 
declined in other areas. 
There is no reassurance in the fact there are no test drills in the Tilston area at the moment, as 
any in the locality will impact on Tilston. 
In the US, Australia and Canada where extraction is taking place there are wide open spaces 
which do not exist in this more densely populated country. 
Wells create a large amount of toxic water which has to be transported from site and disposed 
of. It is estimated that each well creates between 2000 and 5000 lorry movements in its lifetime 
which can be between 2 and 5 years. 
Both the Wildlife Trust and National Trust have expressed concerns about extraction. 
It is important that the community is aware as a whole of what is going on and the dangers as 
lots of people are not aware. 
There are no specific regulations regarding extraction and it was suggested people should write 
to their MPs to ask for regulations to be imposed. 
 

FRACKING 
The Council agreed to monitor the work of the CW&C working group and to circulate their 
meeting dates once published. 
 

PARISH PLAN 
It was agreed a modified version of the original questionnaire would be circulated; councillors 
are to submit amended or new questions to be included to the clerk for inclusion to be approved 
for circulation at the Council’s September meeting. 
 



276 
 

GARDEN COMPETITION 
It was agreed to cancel the garden competition due to lack of entries as only 8 entries had been 
received for various categories. 
 

CHURCH ROAD PARKING 
PCSO Hurst reported he had visited Church Road on a number of occasions and had spoken to 
concerned residents. He had also put cones out which had been successful; he suggested the 
school might consider using cones in the future. 
PCSO Hurst also reported a number of vehicles and sheds had been broken into in the area 
and he warned residents to make sure vehicles and sheds are secure and to keep valuables out 
of sight. 
 

THE GREEN MAP 
It was agreed the clerk should investigate the cost of upgrading the map which has faded noting 
that it was intended to be a decorative and historiac illustration of the village in memory of Harry 
Bereton. It was suggested another more accurate map was required to show the footpaths in 
the area. 
 

TILSTON YOUTH CLUB GRANT APPLICATION 
RESOLVED 14/269 - that the Council donate £500 to the Tilston Youth Club. 
 
FIELD BEHIND WAR MEMORIAL HALL 
The clerk reported that she had been contacted by Jones homes and it was hoped information 
about the transfer would be prepared in time for the Council’s September meeting. 
 

INVERESK/CHURCH ROAD FOOTPATH 
Nothing further to report, matter to be discussed at September meeting. 
 

SPEEDING MATTERS 
The results of the Speed Indicator Device (SID) and showed generally vehicles are travelling at 
low speeds and did not reach the level to justify further actions. It was agreed the SID would be 
booked again for September and volunteers would be asked to man it again with councillors.  
 

COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID 
Nothing further to report, matter to be discussed at September meeting. 
 

TIDY TILSTON CAMPAIGN 
The clerk reported she had been asked to report the poor state and litter at the Rookery Road 
Garage site, however she had been told it was wind blown litter and would not be cleared at 
present, it was agreed to clerk should write to sanctuary officially complaining about the state of 
the site. 
Following a large amount of publicity it was disappointing to report that only Councillors 
Honeyborne, Munro, Prince and Willett had attended the tidy day, and tidied a number of areas 
particularly the tree at the Inveresk Road junction. No residents attended. 
An e-mail had been received offering to plant some wild flowers including poppies on the verges 
at the junction with Inveresk Road and also near the stocks on The Green, the council agreed 
they support this initiative. 
 

ANNUAL WARD WALK  
It was agreed the ward walk will take place on Thursday 14th August at 2pm starting from the 
War Memorial Hall. 
 

PLANNING 
The Council noted the planning register. 
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WEBSITE 
The Council noted the FACEBOOK page is now up and running, and viewed the new website 
which is near completion. 
 

ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS 
The Council confirmed the accounts as circulated noting that money from the Parish Plan had 
now been paid into the account and that the clerk would pursue whether it needed to be repaid 
or whether it could be retained by the council. 
RESOLVED 14/270 - that the Council reimburse the clerk for printing, and deliveries £83.46 
(inc. £8.58 vat). 
RESOLVED 14/271 – that council pay MJBs £25.00 for strimming the footpath to the playing 
field. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.14pm. 
 

The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 is on Thursday 4th September 2014, 7.00pm. 

 
 
 

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ……………………….. 
Ann Wright 
07/07/14.  


