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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting  
held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 6

th
 September 2012 

PRESENT 
Councillors 
Chairman –  Penny Honeyborne 

John Bird Ian Munro1 Eric Pomfret Nicola Prince 

Neil Ritchie Zoe Smith2   

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright 
Non Parish Councillors 
CW&C Councillor Howard Greenwood 
Public - 19 
 
APOLOGIES 
None. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None recorded. 
 
CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
No applications received.  
(It was noted later in the meeting a resident of Inveresk Road was interested in being co-opted it 
was agreed this should be considered at the Council’s next meeting in November and the clerk 
would contact the gentleman concerned.) 
 
MINUTES 
RESOLVED 12/175 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on 5th July 2012. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The clerk reported that the Council had written to Jones Homes who had distributed the leaflet 
regarding the proposed development of land at Inveresk Road inviting them to attend this or a 
future meeting, however they declined to attend but had sent an e-mail stating they were willing 
to meet the Parish Council with selected members of the public as they believe public meetings 
to be unproductive. The e-mail confirmed that leaflets had been sent to every ‘relevant 
interested party’ in the village which had invited them to comment by letter or email on the 
proposal. 
It was confirmed that no application had been submitted to date and the Parish Council would 
hold a meeting to discuss the application when or if it was submitted. 
The following points were raised during public participation:- 

 It was noted the proposal included a footpath across private land and that there had been 
no consultation with or agreement by that landowner to allow the footpath. 

 A large number of residents had not responded to the leaflet as they wished to reserve 
their objections until an application was received. 

 Proposal lacked essential detail. 

 Had Welsh Water been consulted and if so what was their response? 

 Was there a real need for 37 dwellings with Stretton Dairy and Fox and Hounds 
developments? 

 Inveresk Road is very narrow; vehicles already struggle to get down it when other 
vehicles are parked on the road. 
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 Drainage pipes run down the middle of Inveresk Road. 

 The fields surrounding Inveresk Road slope down. Where will water run off to if the fields 
are built on? 

 Inveresk/Malpas Road junction is an accident waiting to happen due to the lack of 
visibility due to parked cars and the dip in the road, an additional 37 or 45 more cars 
would exacerbate this problem. 

 Not convinced that additional homes would support the shop, school and pub as many 
residents in Tilston do not do so now. 

 Is the existing infrastructure going to cope with additional houses? 

 Will increase traffic in the village. 

 Traffic is already likely to be increased by proposals in Malpas and the surrounding area. 

 Tilston should develop and not be allowed to stand still but the Fox and Hounds should 
be developed first and its impact absorbed before further development takes place. 

 Question was raised regarding the changes in planning laws. 

 Was the land behind the Hall to be gifted to the Parish Council or remain in the 
developer’s ownership? It was noted the Parish Council had no information regarding this 
matter. 

 Does Tilston need a wildlife area? 

 It was noted the developer is pursuing the development of a large number of sites in the 
area and was not just targeting Tilston. 

 What is affordable housing? 

 The community has to grow to support shops, pub and school. 

 It was noted that an enormous number of houses were being proposed in 5.5 mile radius 
of Tilston and that the infrastructure was not likely to cope. 

 It was suggested villages who fight hard enough will be able to prevent development. 

 It was noted previous plans relating to behind the war memorial hall were not to scale 
and were been misleading. 

 It was asked if the Parish Council will base its comments on the results of the housing 
need survey. It was noted that the survey would inform the Parish Council what housing 
need there is in Tilston but would not be conclusive. The Parish Council will need to use 
its judgement when looking at the results and will need to consider current planning 
policies. The site has a long planning history with refusals in 1997 and 1999. The land 
had also been subject to a public enquiry when it had been designated as Green Space 
and was protected for the future for historical, environmental and ecological reasons.  

 The contrast between the current planning situation and localism was noted. 

 A petition was presented to the Council pages 177 to 182 of the minutes book. 

 It was noted that using 2002 calculations 37 houses would generate around 180 vehicle 
movements a day. 

 Concerns were raised regarding the Bishop Heber High Schools ability to accommodate 
children from all the proposed developments with pupils already failing to get their 
preferred subject choices due to pupil numbers. 

 It was stated this was not NIMBYism but rather ‘Not in my Village’. 
 
INVERESK ROAD PROPOSAL 
It was agreed that Cllr. Ritchie would produce a document including all the points and historical 
background relevant to this site for Councillors to consider and bear in mind once an application 
was received. 
It was agreed that the council should write to Fiona Edwards (CW&C Head Planning Officer) 
including the minutes of this meeting and a copy of the petition and ask that she make the 
planning officers who carry out pre-consultation discussions with the developer aware of the 
residents concerns. 
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HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 
The results of the survey (pages 183 to 187 of the minutes book) were circulated it was agreed 
it would be updated with the additional response returned at the meeting. It was agreed it would 
then be circulated and posted on the Council’s website and considered at the Council’s next 
meeting. 
 
CHURCH ROAD FOOTPATH 
It was noted that a further permissive footpath agreement had been provided by CW&C and that 
Cllr. Ritchie was in the process of looking through it to see if it was appropriate. The Clerk 
confirmed she had checked with the Council’s insurance company and that the path would not 
increase the council’s premium unless the actual fencing was insured, although it was noted the 
policy has a £250 excess. 
It was proposed that councillors meet with representatives from the School on 20th September. 
 
PARKING 
The clerk reported that CW&C highways had asked the council to confirm it wanted to progress 
with the consultation in light of the possible planning application. It was agreed the Council 
wished to proceed and that the possible planning application makes the consultation more 
urgent. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY WARDEN 
The council considered whether it would be interested in paying for a community safety warden 
(CSW) with other neighbouring parishes, although it was noted at this time the question was 
purely hypothetical as it had not been confirmed that this would be possible or what the cost 
would be. It was agreed the Tilston Parish Council would not be interested in funding a CSW as 
it was felt it would not benefit the community and that if the council was to employ someone it 
may be more beneficial to employ a street orderly. 
 
INFORMATION HUB 
The clerk reported that it had been hoped that broadband would be installed in the Hall at the 
beginning of September however this had been delayed and a new date was still awaited.  
Once the broad band has been installed there will be a training session on its use. CW&C has 
agreed to provide a lap top, monitor for the information point and is still looking into the 
availability of a printer. The broadband will be able to be accessed wirelessly with the use of a 
password system. The clerk voiced concerns regarding the sharing of a cupboard in the main 
hall to house the equipment due to the amount of information to be retained and the need to be 
able to easily access it when the information hub is open. It was agreed the council should ask 
the Hall committee if it can install a proper cabinet in the cloak room and purchase one if 
agreed. 
 
POPPY WREATH 
RESOLVED 12/176 – to purchase a poppy wreath for £50. 
 
ANNUAL WARD WALK 
The council agreed the notes of the Annual Ward Walk held on 7th August 2012 pages 188 and 
189 of the minutes book. It was noted that the Wynter Lane street sign had already been 
moved, it was also noted that street scene had made a good job cleaning the streets before the 
Wakes, although there were still a large amount of weeds on the pavement at the Inveresk 
Road junction.  It was agreed the clerk should contact Chester and District Housing Trust and 
ask that they tidy up the green area at the top Rookery Road and contact CW&C Highways to 
see when Malpas Road to Kidnal is due to be resurfaced. 
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CODE OF CONDUCT 
The clerk reported that the new code of conduct was now in place. It was noted that councillors 
with a pecuniary interest do not have the right to speak in a meeting at all including during 
public participation. It was agreed that the wording of the register of interests form should be 
amended to accord with Appendix B. 
 
CW&C LOCAL PLAN 
It was agreed that the councillors would meet informally (29th October) to discuss the contents 
of the preferred priorities options document and that agreed comments will be ratified at the 
November meeting of the Council. 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the contents of page 74 of the planning register. 
 
ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS 
RESOLVED 12/177 - The council accepted the accounts as recorded on page 61 of the cash 
book. 
RESOLVED 12/178 – To pay the clerk’s salary for the period week commencing 9th July 2012 
to 3rd September 2012 inclusive £258.93 and reimbursements £173.56. 
 
WORK PROGRAMME 
The contents of the work programme were noted, 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm. 
 

The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is on  
Thursday 1st November 2012 from 7.00pm. 

 
 
 

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ……………………….. 
 
 

Ann Wright 
12

th
 September  2012 

 
 


