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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting  
held at Tilston War Memorial Hall,  

2
nd

 September 2010 

PRESENT 
Councillors 
Chairman –   Mrs. P. Honeyborne 
Mr. J. Bird   Mr. D. Passey Miss. N. Prince  Mr. R. Schofield 
Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright 
Non Parish Councillors  
PCSO Tracey Shaw and PC Tony Owens 
Public – 2 (part of meeting) 
 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr. E. Pomfret – Out of the Area 
Cllr. N. Ritchie – Mayoral duties 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None declared at this point in the meeting. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
PC Tony Owens reported trailers (particularly Ivor Williams) are still being stolen in the 
area and that the replacement trailers are also being targeted, he advised that trailers 
should be kept out of sight and securely locked. It is believed these trailers are being cut 
up for scrap. He also warned that he expected an increase in oil and fuel thefts as winter 
approaches so he advise everyone to make sure these were well protected. There had 
also been a number of shed break ins in the Farndon Area where general gardening 
machinery and bikes had been stolen. He recommended again making sure sheds are 
secure and that alarms could be fitted to bikes etc which should be chained together. 

Cllr. Passey asked what actions were being taken to compensate for the loss of the 
wildlife officer which it is felt sends the wrong message to those who poach and take part 
in Badger baiting. PC Owens reported that his senior officer, Phil Hodgson took this 
matter very seriously and officers are being trained up to take on this role. 

PCSO Shaw announced she would be moving into a new post at the beginning of 
September. She was unable to confirm if there would be a replacement PCSO for the 
area. The council thanked her for all her support and hard work. 

 
MINUTES 
RESOLVED 10/69 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes 
of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st July 2010. 
 
COUNCILLOR CO-OPTION 
Mr. Rob Schofield signed the acceptance of office (page 92 of the minutes book) and 
was welcomed to the Parish Council following his co-option at the July 2010 meeting. 
 
The council agreed to discuss agenda items 11 & 12 at this point in the meeting due to 
the presence of the acting Head Teacher Anne Barnett and Chair of the Governors Tom 
Stephenson of Tilston Primary School. 
 
Cllr. Schofield declared a personal interest in the following two items as a governor of 
Tilston Primary School. 
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PLAY SCHOOL. 
The clerk read a letter received form the chair of Tilston Pre-School Playgroup which 
gave apologies for not being able to attend the meeting and asking that the minutes of 
this and the previous meeting be forwarded to the committee and that they could then 
respond to issues raised. The letter also noted that a new committee would come into 
being following their AGM on Monday 13th September 2010. 
Anne Barnett explained that changes in child care provision and entitlement had resulted 
in the creation of the Blue Bells Nursery at Tilston Primary School. This provision had 
originally been split over three mornings at Clutton School, two mornings at Shocklach 
School and five afternoons at Tilston School. However this arrangement no longer met 
the government and local authorities criteria for flexible entitlement for parents. 
The new nursery will provide both indoor and outdoor play and the free flow between the 
two. There will be a very high quality provision which will be available to children from 
three years of age, this provision is free of charge from the term following the child’s third 
birthday for up to 15 hours per week. 
Mr. Stephenson reported there was likely to be competition between the two nurseries 
and discussions had taken place with the group based in the War Memorial Hall through 
their Chair and Vice-Chair at the time. He felt time had run out on these discussions due 
to deadlines etc and that a solution, possibly moving the play group to the school just 
hadn’t happened. However he stated that these discussions could start again once the 
two nurseries are running. He stressed that the competition created will provide parents 
with a choice of provision and will have an impact on both groups. He went on to invite 
the councillors to the official opening of the Bluebell Nursery on Tuesday 14th September 
from 2pm. 
The council thanked both Mrs Barnett and Mr Stephenson for the information they had 
given. 
 
PARKING AT SCHOOL 
The clerk reported traffic orders were expected to be in place by the January school term 
to prohibit parking outside schools, meaning anyone parking outside a school can be 
issued a fixed penalty. The school had requested that the no parking zone be extended 
in the direction of the playing field to prevent parking where the road narrows. It was 
agreed the clerk would check if this extension had been included in the traffic order. 
The issue of flashing warning signs for the school was raised, the clerk is to investigate 
this matter. 
It was agreed the Parish Council and School should continue to apply pressure to those 
who park dangerously and without consideration for others to encourage them to park in 
a more appropriate manner. 
 
The Council thanked Mrs. Barnett and Mr. Stephenson for attending the meeting. 
 
NEW STANDING ORDERS 
The council agreed to consider these at the November meeting allowing more time for 
them to be studied. 
 
DONATIONS PROCEDURE 
RESOLVED 10/70 - The Council accepted the circulated procedure and application form 
(pages 94 to 97of the Minutes Book) and that it should be made available on the 
council’s website and copies should be sent to the war Memorial Hall Committee and 
Playing Field Committee highlighting the requirement for requests for large sums of 
money to be made by the council’s November meeting when the precept process begins 
for the next financial year. 
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GARDEN COMPETITION 
Cllr.  Passey reported the competition had been a huge success and enjoyed by all who 
had taken part. There were a number of issues which needed to be considered when the 
next competition was being organised. Thanks were noted to Derek Jones for donating a 
silver salva for the overall winner. The clerk reported she would submit an article to the 
Tilston and Shocklach Reporter including the results (pages 98 and 99 of the minutes 
book) and also put them and some photographs on the website. The chairman thanked 
Cllr. Passey and the clerk for their hard work to establish the competition. 
 
WARD WALK 
The council noted the notes from the ward walk on Thursday 12th August 2010 (pages 
100 and 101 of the minutes Book) the clerk updated the council on a number of the 
highways issues which had been reported including the replacement of the 30mph signs 
by Tilston Lodge. It was noted that it was disappointing that a number of issues had not 
been resolved since the 2009 walk particularly relating to the state of the roads and 
pavements including around The Green and also Hobb Hill. It was agreed the clerk 
should report these issues to the CW&C Highways department. 
 
CHURCH ROAD FOOTPATH 
The clerk reported the Highways Authority were to draw up plans for the proposed 
footpath where the public right of way exists at the front of the school. They had also 
recommended that the council contact the landowners beyond that 30mph sign on both 
sides of the road (although only one side would be required) to ask them to consider 
donating a section of land to the Highways Department for a pavement to be established 
and that this would have no bearing on any future planning applications in that area. The 
council agreed to pursue the path at the front of the school only as that would provide a 
safe route for people going to the playing field at the narrowest point of the road. 
The clerk also confirmed a request had been made to move the 30mph signs by the 
school beyond the first playing field gate the cost of which could possibly be met by the 
CW&C councillor’s budgets. It was agreed the clerk should ask if this limit could be 
extended beyond the second gate. 
 
30MPH SIGNS 
It was noted this matter had been discussed under the Ward Walk agenda item. 
 
TILSTON PLAYINGFIELD COMMITTEE 
Cllr. Honeyborne reported the committee was now preparing for the alterations and 
improvements funded by the Lottery Grant. The new play builder equipment had been 
extremely well used over the summer holidays. It was asked if a ban would be imposed 
on young people riding bikes over the new bunds. It was reported that young people 
would be allowed to ride pedal bikes, not motorbikes on the field and that the existing 
sign was to be removed during the next round of improvements. 
 
TILSTON PARISH PLAN 
The clerk read an update from Cllr. Pomfret which stated the plan was now all but 
complete only requiring some costings and timescales to be included and photographs to 
be added. 
 
HORTON ROAD SIGN 
The clerk reported that Jamie Barron, CW&C Highways Dept, had suggested a site 
meeting at the Horton/Tilston road sign to try and find a way to resolve this issue once 
and for all. It was agreed the clerk should attend this meeting. 
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PLANTING 
The clerk reported that Mr. Dave Roberts had received a large number of crocus bulbs 
from the Whitchurch Rotary Club and had suggested some be planted near Wynter 
Close, at the top of Rookery Road, and at The Green, the council welcomed this 
suggestion.  
RESOLVED 10/71 - The Council agreed payment of £39.99 for 350 daffodil bulbs on the 
verges around The Green. 
 
POST OFFICE 
The chairman read a letter received from the Post Office regarding the problems with the 
outreach service opening late or not functioning. The council agreed to note the contents 
of the letter. 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the observations and decisions on page 50 of the planning register. 
The clerk reported she had received a copy of the lawful development certificate for a loft 
conversion at Badgers Run, Long Lane. It was also reported that a notice of planning 
permission had been received for change of use to part bed and breakfast at The 
Paddock, Wet Lane, however the council had not received notice of the application. It 
was agreed the clerk should highlight this to the planning department but does not object 
to the permission. 
Cllr. Passey reported that an article had been included in the Chester Chronicle which 
stated that the Parish Council had not objected to the proposal to build a dwelling at the 
Poultry Unit at Hobb Hill, and that the council had objected. It was noted that the council 
had not objected to that particular application as outline permission had been granted at 
that time however the Council had strongly objected to the outline application. 
It was also agreed that the clerk should contact the owners of the former Fox and 
Hounds to receive an update on what is happening on the site. 
 
RISK ASSESSMENT 
The clerk is still waiting for additional information on this matter, it was therefore agreed 
the item should be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED 10/72 - The Council accepted the accounts as circulated the Cash Book 
page 40. 
 
PAYMENTS & DONATIONS 
RESOLVED 10/73 - The Council agreed the following payment:- 

 Clerk’s salary & reimbursements (rosettes for garden competition & internal audit 
gift) £286.43 

 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 

 
The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is on  
Thursday 4th November 2010 at the War Memorial Hall. 

 
 
 

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ……………………….. 
 


