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1.Introduction

Welcome to your Parish Plan, which represents 

the views and comments of 70% of the 

households in the Parish of Tilston. Although the 

information has been analysed and compiled by 

the Steering Group; it is your Plan, the result of 

your input about the current and future needs of 

the community. The findings reflect the views 

and concerns of you all and we  hope you will 

find it both useful and informative.

The Steering Group were honoured to undertake 

this task and to share your view that we are all 

privileged to live in such a beautiful area of the 

county of Cheshire.

The Parish Plan identifies the issues that the majority of you believe need to be addressed 

in order to sustain our treasured rural environment and village. However, this is only the 

first step—we now have to implement its findings. The Plan suggests how and when this 

will be done and identifies those organisations and bodies, who are likely to assist. Indeed, 

several issues have either already been addressed or are in the process of being done, 

but we hope the remaining tasks will be completed and meet the aspirations and desires 

of us all.

Thank you for your co-operation and participation in the exercise and on your behalf, I 

would like to thank the Steering Group for their time and considerable efforts. If any of you 

have any questions or concerns or would like to help in any way, we would be pleased to 

hear from you.

Ian Munro

Chairman of Steering Group.

1.1 What Residents like about living in the Parish

Attractive village

Rural setting

Local views and the ‘Green’

Sense of community

Quality of School

Social activities

Local Public House.
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2. 1 What is a Parish Plan?

It is the government‟s wish  to encourage and extend the participation of residents in shaping 

the future of their neighbourhoods and to enlist the services of other organisations in bringing  

any  identified issues to fruition.

The Parish Plan, in essence is an action plan, defining those issues residents perceive as 

being desirable for the general improvement of the community. It should establish the 

opinions and aspirations of the whole community and cover all the relevant social, 

environmental and economic items. It is an opportunity for all residents to air their views, 

develop their ideas and choose how improvements can be made. It is not designed to change 

the character of the village beyond the wishes of the community as a whole.

The Plan therefore sets out a shared view of the community and contains a detailed map of 

how this vision can be achieved. It shows how the community can meet local needs, help 

prioritise resources over the next 5-10 years and also provides important information to help 

influence service providers such as the local authority and provide supporting evidence when 

applying for funds or permission.

2.2 Parish Plans should:

Cover the widest aspects of community life including social, environmental and

economic concerns.

Involve the whole community, including the young and elderly.

Be based on factual information gleaned from the residents  from surveys, research

and existing data/reports.

Utilise the skills and experience in the community.

Involve the local authority.

Contain an action plan designed to address the identified issues.

Although the Parish Plan has no legal standing the local authority may wish to endorse 

elements of it, including planning and design issues, housing need and environmental 

factors. The document therefore has a certain weight and can influence  decisions relating 

to the well-being of our rural community. Finally, the Parish Plan is a statement of how the 

community views itself and how it wishes to develop in the future.
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2.3 Why Produce a Parish Plan?

3.1 In 1986 Tilston village established an „Appraisal Committee‟ whose aim was 

to discover the needs and wishes of  the residents. A number of issues were 

raised and subsequently followed through and the exercise clearly showed the 

benefit of having a defined programme of development to enhance the life of 

the community. Now, 20 years on the government has expressed its recognition 

and understanding of the vital role played by villages and small communities 

throughout rural Britain through the concept of the Parish Plan. In 2005 Tilston

Parish Council had already recognised that in order to fulfil its obligations, it 

needed to identify, and establish transparency of, its future programmes and 

the concept of the Parish Plan suited this role admirably. However, it was clear 

that other, wider benefits to the community as identified by the Countryside 

Agency, would also arise by using this approach for example:
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2.4 Who Produced the Parish Plan?

The Parish Plan Steering Group
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3.2 Numerous benefits have arisen from the many Parish Plans that have already 

been established, but is has already become very clear that if a community 

wishes to fully participate in the planning process and influence policy it needs 

first to have clear sight of its own demographic make-up and the strengths and 

weaknesses of current services and amenities and especially the opinions and 

wishes of its residents.

A well researched and informative Parish Plan will provide all the necessary 

information required to provide supporting evidence in the pursuit of any issue. In 

fact, the information and data gathered as part of this exercise has already been 

extensively used by the residents of Tilston to purchase the playing field and 

support the funding of children‟s equipment. It has also been used to put forward 

comments and ideas during the planning of the „Fox and Hounds„ development 

scheme.

Please note that the actions shown reflect the views and wishes of the residents 

obtained some years ago and some actions may have been overtaken by events 

or are no longer relevant.

Ian Munro-Chairman                                Terry Hewitt-Treasurer

Val Roberts-Secretary                              Penny Honeyborne-TPC

Neil  Ritchie-TPC                                      Eric Pomfret-TPC

David Black                                               John Bird

Mike Scully                                                David Armitage

John Tweed                                               Juliet Edwin-Scott

Alison Smithson                                        Tony Clare 



2.5 How was the Tilston Parish Plan Produced?

2.5.1 Early in 2005, a „Power Point‟ presentation was given to Tilston Parish Council on the merits, 

aims and objectives of producing a Parish Plan, which was enthusiastically supported. Because one 

of the fundamental principles of the Parish Plan was that it should be driven „from the bottom up‟ and 

therefore community inspired, a presentation was also given to the residents as part of the Parish 

Council Annual General Meeting, held in the War Memorial Hall in  March 2005. The names of those 

residents interested in participating were noted and the Parish Council subsequently chose twelve 

residents to form the  Parish Plan Steering Committee at an initial meeting in May 2005. In addition, 

three representatives from the Parish Council were also co-opted onto the committee.

2.5.2 Tilston is a relatively small community and at the outset it was recognised that every effort 

should be made to maximise the number of residents contributing. From the comments and opinions 

offered at the above meeting it was decided to consult every resident and household within the 

parish (some 250 households and 630 residents) by means of an extensive and searching 

questionnaire. The committee chose seven Focus Team Leaders, who would be responsible for 

collating the data from the chosen areas of investigation: the environment, community safety, 

business and employment, facilities and amenities, leisure activities, transport and traffic and 

housing and accommodation.

2.5.3 During 2005 much preliminary effort was devoted to choosing the right type of questions which 

would subsequently result in obtaining quality information and opinions on such crucial issues. 

Because of the importance of community safety to the village at that time, the Focus Team for this 

topic conducted a preliminary survey to ascertain the correct questions. By the spring of  2006 a ten-

page questionnaire containing some fifty multiple choice  questions had been prepared and 

delivered. It was important to maximise the response to this survey and to encourage feedback it 

was accompanied by a £250 prize draw and a very impressive 70% return was achieved. This gave 

a very strong and credible foundation to the generation of the Parish Plan. A further questionnaire 

was raise to elicit the views of the various organisations currently active in the village.

2.5.4 During 2006/7 the data from the returned questionnaires had been collated and analysed using 

Microsoft „Excel‟ spreadsheet. The statistical treatment was forwarded to Chester City Council for 

additional analysis and comment. The community was kept informed of progress by „Poster 

Presentation‟ displays at the Tilston Wakes festivities and the parish council public forums.

2.5.5 The Parish Plan was presented to the community in April 2011 and subsequently endorsed by 

the Parish Council on 7th July 2011.
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2.6. Tilston Parish Plan Timetable

PRESENTATIONS & 

INITIATION

INFORMATION GATHERING 

& ANALYSIS

KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED

ACTION PLANS TO 

ADDRESS KEY ISSUES

ACTION PLAN 

ACCEPTANCE

LAUNCH OF PARISH PLAN

Presentation to Parish Council in January 

2005 & at public forum of AGM in March.

Initial meeting in May 2005 and Steering 

Committee established

Questionnaire designed between June 

2005 & April 2006.

Questionnaire distributed & returned July-

August 2006.

Results collated & analysed 2006-2008.

Comments & statistical  analysis used 

to identify key issues.

Action Plans drawn up. Analysis included to 

identify those items achievable and the 

probable time-scales. This prioritised issues. 

Presented to the community and 

accepted by the Parish Council 

April/July 2011.

Distributed to community and placed on 

Parish Council web-site  July/August 2011
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3.1 History

Tilston sits astride the ancient roman road extending from Wroxeter to Chester and 

may have been known as „Bovium‟. In the Domesday survey, Tilston was described as 

the most important and prosperous village in the larger ecclesiastical Parish of Tilston, 

which consisted of five very distinctive townships within the Barony of Malpas and 

consisted of the separately developed regions of Saxon Low-Cross and Hobb Hill. It 

was a place of some agricultural importance. There is a record of a 13th Century 

Church with a new tower built in the 14th/15th Century. A drift in settlements from the 

Church to the village crossroads occurred from the time of the plague up until the 17th

century ,when the area surrounding the crossroad became known as the „Green‟. 

Prior to the 19th Century this area was a large open space. In 1877 St. Mary‟s Church 

was extensively re-built.

At the turn of the 20th Century, Tilston was still a 

farming community and was largely self sufficient 

boasting five public houses, blacksmith, butchers, 

bakery, Post Office (which after 1926 was also the 

telephone exchange) and many other retail and 

individual enterprises. However, the general 

growth in the community since that time has seen 

a corresponding decline in the number of retail 

outlets such that only one public house and a 

small shop remain, although many individual 

trades, skills & services are still available. Only 

two farms are now active when there used to be 

seven. The 20th Century Methodist chapel has 

recently closed, the earlier 19th chapel having 

closed a long time ago.
3.2 The Parish today

Tilston is a rural parish with a „new‟ and „established‟ population that reflects a cross 

section of society. Over the last 200 years  the population of Tilston has varied

considerably, but currently it shows a levelling off at about 630. However, examination 

of the growth rate in housing development since the 1950‟s shows a steadily rising 

trend and extrapolation to 2020 indicate that the number of residences could increase 

from the 2001 census figure of 248 to 320, which could imply a corresponding 28.5% 

increase in the population over this time.  
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Most young children attend the village primary school whilst older children travel out 

to the comprehensive school at Malpas. There is minimal employment in Tilston, 

many residents commuting to work as far away as Merseyside and Manchester.

A large part of Tilston is designated a conservation area and it includes 10 grade ll

buildings and 1 grade ll*(Church) and 2 listed structures. In addition to many more 

traditional houses, it has many modern and modernised houses including a number 

owned by the Chester and District Housing Trust. Tilston also boasts 1 Site of 

Biological Interest, 2 Sites of Nature Conservation Value and 1 Regionally Important 

Geological Site.

The War Memorial Hall

3.2.1 The present War Memorial Hall was 

built in 1976 to replace an earlier wooden 

structure and is dedicated to those who fell 

in the two world wars. It is used by a large 

number of community groups and is in 

almost constant use for various meetings 

and social events as described on page11. 

It also houses the „Millennium Doomsday 

Book‟, the Tilston Archives and the Tilston

Tapestry.  The Hall is managed by the War 

Memorial Hall Committee. A „Millennium‟ 

roof clock was added in 2000 and the Hall 

has seen a number of subsequent 

refurbishments

St. Mary’s Church

3.2.2 The Church has been central to the 

community for centuries. In 1683 it fell into 

disrepair but still retained its mud floor. 

Rebuilding was subsequently carried out 

which included the building of what is now 

known as the „Leche Chapel‟. The Church 

was again extensively refurbished to its 

current standard in 1877. The „Rush 

Bearing‟ tradition of laying fresh rushes on 

the mud floor is the origin of the annual 

„Tilston Wakes‟ festivities. The Church, 

which is always well attended and is well 

supported by the Tilston Ladies Choir and 

Women‟s Guild, is currently administered by 

the Priest in Charge, Jane Stephenson, who 

also looks after St. Edith‟s at Shocklach, 

The Parish today (Contd.)
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. 

3.2.4 The playing field was originally donated for 

use by the community by the Egerton-Warburton 

family and was rented for a nominal annual 

amount. Recently , after a considerable fund 

raising campaign and under the management and 

direction of the Tilston Playing Field Association, 

the field has been purchased by the community. 

The field is central to many village activities  

notably, the Annual Tilston Wakes event, football, 

open days and the children‟s play area, which has 

recently been augmented by the introduction of 

„Playbuilder‟ equipment. Plans for additional 

equipment and upgrading of the site buildings are 

also well advanced.

The Playing Field

3.2.3 Tilston CE Parochial Primary School building 

dates back to the 19th Century, but has seen 

extensive expansion and modernisation over the 

years. It caters not only for the children from 

Tilston but also those from the outlying areas in 

the ratio 1 : 0.8.  It is held by all in very high 

esteem, achieving excellent „Ofsted‟ reports. The 

Head is Mr. Richard Harley, who is committed to  a 

programme of continual improvement.

The extra curricula activities include a drama/film 

club, netball, football, cookery club and the choir. 

The school also runs an „After School Club „(this is 

now complemented by the Early Starters).

The children undertook an environmental project 

and art-work in support of the Parish Plan.

The Village Primary School

Amenities (Contd.)

The ‘Carden Arms’ Public House and Shop

3.2.5 Although commercial 

establishments, both the 

„Carden Arms‟ and shop serve 

the community in many ways. In 

addition to providing their 

normal services, the „Carden

Arms „provides facilities for 

many other important village 

activities, and the shop by 

providing a valuable conduit for 

communication.
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3.2.6 Amenities and Activities 

Retail:

 The Shop

 The Carden Arms Public House

Commerce:

 Tarmac Surfaces

 Cheshire Oak Structures

 Equestrian

 Personal Enterprises

 Farming

 Bed and Breakfast Accommodation

Community

Church Functions:

 Services & Lessons

 Coffee Mornings

 Harvest Festival Supper

 Remembrance Parade

 Ex-Servicemen‟s Association

 Bell Ringers

War Memorial Hall Functions:

The Evergreens

WRVS Meetings & WI Meetings

Parish Council  & General Meetings

The Beavers & Guides

Playgroup

Archives & Milennium Tapestry

The Tilston Singers

Plays & Musical Evenings

The Carden Arms:

Tilston Music Club

Ladies Darts Club

Bingo Night

School Events:

Sports day

Plays

Harvest Festival

Projects

General Activities:

Wakes/Rush bearing

Playing Field/Playing Field Association

Clay Shooting

The Hunt & Horse Riding

Football

Trekking

Tilston Band & Youth Club

Poetry and Tapestry groups

Golf

Fishing
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4. Results and Analysis of Returns

Summary:

The questionnaire returns demonstrated the high interest and commitment of the 

residents to improving their village and community. One of the major findings was 

the high level of satisfaction and enjoyment of living in the Parish. The residents 

enjoyed the rural setting and valued all aspects of the countryside, the quietness 

and the enduring community spirit. Whilst accepting that the Parish needed to grow, 

it was not averse to further development but wanted the pace of change to be 

moderate and the general rural character of the village to prevail.

The residents have held the area known as the „Green‟ in great esteem for centuries 

and it is regarded as the heart of the village: it is an area of the village where a 

number of community events take place. The closing of the second public house—

The „Fox and Hounds‟—which borders  this area, has brought the „Green‟ into sharp 

focus in recent years. The survey showed large support for the „Green‟ to be 

maintained, protected and improved and the facade of the „Fox and Hounds‟ to be 

preserved. Finally, Community safety appeared high on the concerns list and 

although there have been recent improvements, vandalism is seen to be a blight on 

what is otherwise a very positive outlook for the future.

Development and Implementation of Action Plans:

The Action Plans have been drawn up on the basis of the data received from the 

survey and represent those issues identified as being necessary to develop and 

improve village life. However, establishing the Action Plans is only the start, they 

now have to be implemented and, over the next few years, brought to a successful 

conclusion, in order to realise the substantial benefits we hope will enhance  the 

quality of life and the community. This is the „Acid Test‟ of the whole project and the 

result will be a measure of its success. The members of the Steering Group are 

committed  to continuing the exercise and will, together with the Parish Council and 

key partners, ensure that the objectives and targets are met. Regular updates on 

progress will be provided to the Parish Council. The community will need to be 

heavily involved in order to expedite the different Action Plans and ensure that the 

objectives are met. But, it has already been demonstrated in the proposed 

development of the „Fox and Hounds‟ site and the acquisition of the playing field, 

that it can  take on this challenge and draw on the skills and experience that has 

already been shown to exist in the Parish.  
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4.1. Demographics:

5% 8%
9%

47%

26%
5%

POPULATION RETURNS

0-4

5 TO 11

12 TO 19

20-60

61-80

OVER 80

4.1.1 In the recent survey there was a 

total return of 403 residents (64% of 

the population based on the 2001 

census). A section was devoted to 

data relating to age. This data was 

broken down to reveal the age of the 

residents expressed as a percentage 

of the returns and shown in the 

accompanying chart. The data showed 

that 125 residents were over 61 yrs of 

age (31%). The data also revealed 

that there were 8 children (5%) below 

the age of 4 years and 69 children 

(17%) in the 5-19 years of age group.  

4.1.2 Age profile

In the 1991 census the number of residents in the 60+ age group was found to be 118 

(18%) and in 1981 the number of residents in the same age group numbered 92 

(16%). Hence, the current survey clearly shows that over the last 20 years the number 

of elderly residents in Tilston has increased considerably. In addition, the survey also 

showed that 5% of the residents were over 80 years of age. Looking at the population 

of elderly residents (60+) and recognising the national trend to longer life expectancy, it 

is likely that in the next 10-20 years  the number of residents in the 80+ age group is 

likely to show a large increase. These figures will have a large impact on the type of 

accommodation, amenities and services likely to be needed in the village in the future. 

Likewise, in the 1991 and 1981 census‟ the number of children below the age of 4 was 

38 and 21 respectively. The number of children in the 5-15 age group revealed by the 

1991 census data was 84 whilst the number from the 1981 census was 123. 

Comparing the data from the 1991 and 1981 surveys with the recent survey  and 

recognising the slightly larger age group covered by the latter, revealed a substantial 

drop (18% and 45% respectively) in the number of younger residents. This could be a 

future concern for the continuity and development of the village community. The 

continuing need to fill village school places from  the outlying areas is also obvious. 
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4.2 Environment

74

70

64

66
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70
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81

(1) Hedgerows

(2) Footpaths

(3) Stiles

(4) Ponds

(5) Streams/rivers

(6) Bridges

(7) Trees/woods

(8) Open fields

(9) Wildlife & Habitats

(10) Clean Air

Percentage in very important category

How important do you consider it is to protect the following?

4.2.1. Summary of Key Issues

 Protect and enhance the  village ‘Green’

 Improve public footpaths and bridleways

Stop dog-fouling

Retain and improve rural character of the village

4.2.2 The unspoilt character of the village , its rural setting and close community 

spirit are all attributes that the village enjoys. The natural environment and the 

surrounding countryside is seen by the majority of residents as worthy of care and 

nurture and the community want all the rural characteristics to be maintained. 

Particular mention was made of the views of the Welsh hills and the open aspect to 

the rear of Inveresk road. The residents enjoy the delightful walks around the 

village and want unpolluted air. Aspects of the village that are of concern are the 

dog fouling, vandalism and the poor council maintenance of the public footpaths 

and hedgerows.
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Would you support the following improvements?

4.3.3 All features, which will enhance the natural and rural character of the area, were 

strongly supported. A local recycling and/or composting facility is favoured. Improved 

maintenance of hedges, verges and footpaths was requested. Planting of  flowers, 

trees and shrubs also featured strongly. 90% of residents want the „Green‟ protected 

and 64% wanted it landscaped to create a clear and attractive centre. The Parish 

Warden was praised for keeping the village free from litter, but dog-fouling was a 

continuing problem. 

Environment (Contd.)

4.3.4 Proposed Actions:

•Improve  hedge, tree, verge  and footpath maintenance.

•Install a re-cycling/composting facility in the village.

• Enhance and improve the ‘Green’

• Introduce a tree, shrub and wildflower planting programme.

• Establish a map of local rural features and those of historic and   

geographical significance. 

• Introduce vandal-proof dog-litter bins at strategic locations.
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How Satisfied are you with the General Services?

4.4 General Services:

4.4.2 There was a 90 to 100% response to questions relating to available services. 

Residents do not have access to cable or to mains gas nor do many living in isolated 

houses have mains sewerage even though there is a small treatment plant in the village. 

Reference was made to the large number of electricity cuts experienced. The quality of 

water was generally considered excellent/good but there were some comments regarding 

low water pressure. 77% of respondents were satisfied with waste collection  and this has 

been further improved since the survey, but those in the more difficult locations were 

dissatisfied with the support from the local authority.

A major  concern in the village is its Shropshire Post-Code leading to the supply of a 

Shropshire B.T. Directory and difficulties in obtaining certain services from either Chester 

or Wrexham: 25% of the respondents considered the situation to be very poor.  Of those 

who expressed a view on the mobile library 33% rated it good or excellent.  However, only 

24% regarded the  mobile telephone and TV reception as excellent or good. With the 

introduction of a digital service the latter is unlikely to improve.

4.4.1 Summary of Key Issues:

 Shropshire Post-Code

 Electricity power cuts

 Poor mobile telephone and TV reception

4.4.3 Proposed Actions:

•Arrange meetings with the Post Office and BT.

• Seek to improve utilities and services in specific areas

•Establish a list of all relevant volunteer organisations who 

provide essential services and support in the community.
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Satisfaction with the response of the emergency 

services 

4.4 Specialist Services

4.4.2 There was between a 60 to 70% response rate for the questions 

relating to the utilisation of the emergency services. The greatest demand 

was for the doctor  followed by the police. The least used service was the 

fire service. These results were not unexpected. The pattern of satisfaction 

with these services gave a complex picture partly due to a relatively small 

response rate. However, on a scale of satisfaction from 1 to 5, the ranking, 

based on average scores, showed that the fire service gave the best 

satisfaction (1.3) and the police the least (3.1). It was clear from this and 

earlier surveys, that there was considerable disquiet in the community 

about  the level of police response.

4.4.3 Proposed actions:

•Establish a regular health surgery in the War Memorial Hall .

• Communicate with police on how to improve their response

times.

•Improve police feed-back to the community on results of 

relevant local police anti-social behaviour activities.

4.4.1 Summary of Key Issues:

 Highest demand for doctor/paramedics and police

 Least satisfaction with police 
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4.5 Community Safety

4.5.2 Crime

The response to questions relating to personal experience of crime in the last five years 

revealed that 66 residents (16.4% of respondents) had been the victim of anti-social 

behaviour and 42 (10% of respondents) had suffered vandalism. It was disturbing to find 

that a small number of adults (4% of the respondents in the over 60 category) had 

experienced bullying/intimidation. 14% of the responding adult population revealed that 

they had been burgled and 25% had experienced car theft (it was not certain whether 

this referred to theft from vehicles or the vehicles themselves). Overall, 173 residents 

(43% of respondents) had experienced crime in one form or another, this equated to 27% 

of the total population. The fear of  crime was substantial and equally high in the young 

and old. 

0.00 5.00 10.00 15.00 20.00

Mugging

Burglary

Anti-Social Behaviour

Bullying & Intimidation

Car Theft

Vandalism

Road Accident
>60

20-60

<20

Percent age of survey participants in age group

Have you experienced any of the following?

4.5.1 Summary of Key Issues:

 Anti-social behaviour

 General crime

 Fear of crime

 Police presence

4.5.3 In a „2007 Crime and Disorder Survey for Tilston‟, Cheshire Constabulary 

recorded the following number of reported crimes between  April-September 2007:

Class  Number

Violence           5

Burglary           7

Damage          10

Vehicle Crime  8

Robbery           0

Drug Crime      0   
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Do you support any of the following 

measures?

4.5.4 There was a very good return to this question with a response rate of between 

79 and 98%. 86% of the returns strongly supported an appeal for a greater visible 

police presence. A call for more activities to engage the youth of the village was 

identified in addition to the good work currently being done by the Tilston Youth Club.  

Controlling alcohol consumption in public and an extended Home Watch scheme 

were also favoured. However, extra street lighting and the use of security cameras 

were rejected. It was felt that these would intrude on the rural character of the village. 

86

77

73

63

62

37

25

21

A more visible Police presence

More activities for young people

More control of alchol/drug abuse in public 
places

Extended Home Watch scheme 

First Aid Response Team.

Improved/more street lighting

Security Cameras (CCTV)

More public telephones/post boxes

Percentage in favour

Crime (Contd.)

4.5.5 Proposed Actions:

Improve liaison with PSCO’s and Cheshire West and Chester Community 

Safety Wardens and improve  existing procedures.

Provide more outdoor sporting amenities for the young.

Introduce more varied facilities for the young.

 Monitoring public drinking and encouraging more responsible drinking of 

alcohol in Tilston.

Establish extended Home Watch scheme
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4.6 Social and Recreational

4.6.1 Summary of Key Issues:

 Creation of village Facilities Group to explore

potential for new amenities/facilities for the  community

 Liaise with Youth Club/Youth Leaders to provide additional

youth activities

4.6.3 The survey highlighted the wide range of activities engaged in either through the War Memorial 

Hall, school or within the community. The number of activities frequently change depending on the 

interests of the residents at any one time. In answer to the question „do you or any members of your 

household take part in any of the following activities‟, the most popular were the social activities and 

community entertainments, both of which are wide ranging, but reflect the strong community 

involvement in the choral groups, music and drama.  Interestingly, 23% of respondents were involved 

in the management/organisation of the activities and 30% would be prepared to help. A full list of 
activities appears above on page 11. 

The Use of facilities

4.6.2 The availability of facilities is 

important in a village community, so 

it is necessary to establish how well 

they are used preparatory to 

establishing what further measures 

are needed. The survey showed that 

only 10% of respondents answered 

the question relating to the school 

whereas 67% answered the 

question on the shop  and 40% of 

respondents answered the 

remainder of the facility questions. 

This clearly reflected the importance 

of the shop to the community. 

However,  the returns did show that 

the facilities are well used by this 

portion of the community with a 

slightly higher use, apart from the 

school, among the older population. 

The local shop was popular across 

all age bands but was more heavily 

relied upon by the  60+ residents.  
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69

59

33

31

26

15

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0

Social activities

Community entertainment

Children’s Activities

Clubs/sports

Learning/educational

Arts

Percentage of residents taking part

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

70.0

80.0

% of survey 
participants 
aged <20

% of survey 
participants 
aged 20-60

% of survey 
participants 
aged >60

% 

AGE GROUP

USE OF FACILITIES

War 
Memorial 
Hall

Church

Playing field

School

Carden Arms 
Pub

Shop/Post 
Office

21



Social and Recreational (Contd).

Satisfaction with facilities

4.6.4 There was a 69% response rate to these questions which may indicate that just 

over 30% of respondents are not involved in village activities and local sports. The 

survey showed some dissatisfaction across all age groups with the range of 

associations/clubs available in the village. Only 20% of the young people who 

responded thought that the clubs and associations were excellent whilst16% thought 

they were poor. A higher degree of satisfaction in the 60+ age group was revealed but 

even in this group there was 7% who considered them poor. The overall level of 

satisfaction on a scale of 1-5 was slightly better than average. The level of 

dissatisfaction with the available sporting facilities was generally more marked, only 

3% of the young people who responded thought the sporting facilities were excellent 

whilst 43% thought they were poor. Although 11% of the respondents in the 60+ age 

group were satisfied with the sporting facilities, 25% regarded them as poor. The 

overall level of satisfaction was 4. The results showed that although there were 

numerous activities available in the village, they did not  satisfy a sizeable minority of 

residents in particular the younger element.
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Tennis Court

Bowling Green

Netball

Squash Club

Five aside pitch

All weather football pitch

Youth Shelter

Youth Centre

Additional Youth Activities

Extension to War Memorial Hall

Additional Village Hall

Secure the use of the playing field

Alternative playing field

% of survey 
participants aged 
>60 who said "yes"

% of survey 
participants aged 20-
60 who said "yes"

% of survey 
participants aged 
<20 who said "yes"

Social and Recreation (Contd.)

Would you favour the following activities?

4.6.5 A prime objective is to ensure that the existing facilities and events continue to 

be provided but also to seek new opportunities to meet the needs of the residents, in 

particular the younger people. The survey, therefore sought suggestions for those 

additional activities that the community might be interested in. The community has an 

abundance of activities ranging from gardening and poetry groups to book reading 

and rambling, so the survey concentrated more on the physical activities and the 

supporting facilities these might require. Support for the offered suggestions revealed 

that the most popular across all age groups was the purchase of the playing field, 

followed by a tennis court. The younger population favoured a bowling green. There 

was little support to extend the War Memorial Hall and even less for an additional 

village hall. There was no strong objection to increasing the Parish Council precept 

element of the council tax to fund additional amenities: 29% were in favour although 

39% were unsure, probably due to a lack of detailed information.

Percentage

4.6.6 Proposed Actions

Purchase the Tilston Playing Field ( note: this action to purchase of the

Playing  Field has since been completed.)

Create additional general and sporting facilities

Establish a village facilities group to identify and create additional

amenities identified by the community 

Provide additional activities for the village youth (note: ‘Playbuilder’ play

equipment for the young children and additional equipment for older

children/adults has since been completed).

Increase use of the Tilston Playing Field for recreational purposes
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4.7 Transport, Traffic and Road safety

4.7.1 Summary of Key issues:

 Improvements to public transport

 Reduce speeding traffic through village 

 Reduce traffic congestion & parking at school

 Improved road safety measures

 Improve road quality

4.7.2  Transport

An adequate public transport  system is important to a village and essential to the 

elderly. Tilston has a high level of car ownership  so it is no surprise that across all age 

groups the car was found to be the most utilised of all transport types. This was 

followed by the regular A41 bus service. This is currently a 2 hour service and on 

occasions has proved unreliable. In addition, there is a „Dial-a-Ride‟ service to 

Wrexham on 2 days/week. The bicycle was popular particularly amongst the younger 

people, but 11% of respondents in the 20-60 yr group also used them. A number of 

residents used the train and the stations at Crewe , Chester and Whitchurch appeared 

the most popular. The community transport facilities appeared under used.
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4.7.3 Requested improvements in 

transport included a more regular

bus service to Wrexham 

particularly among the elderly 

population. This group also 

wanted trustworthy transport to 

doctor‟s surgeries and Hospitals. 

Since the survey „The Shuttle‟, 

which comprises a „Dial-a-Ride‟ 

service to Wrexham and the 

community transport service, has 

now been established. The 

resident‟s in the 20-60 group 

wished for late night services to 

Wrexham and Chester. A better 

system serving the railway 

stations was desired. The A41 

bus route now goes to Chester 

Railway Station and has an 

improved dropping-off point in 

Whitchurch. 20% of the 60+age 

group supported a new bus 

shelter opposite the existing one 

in the village, but there was only 

between 5% and 11% support 

amongst the remaining age 

groups.
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4.7.4  Tilston has a rural road layout based on a centuries old system, which has resulted in areas 

prone to modern day traffic problems for example:

o The tortuous nature of the upper part of Duckington Lane

o General lack of footpaths in Duckington Lane and in parts of Malpas Road

o Junction of  Duckington Lane/Malpas Road

o The cross roads at the „Green‟/‟Carden Arms‟

o Church Road/Rookery Road Junction

Through traffic speed is a major problem particularly at peak times (7:30-9:00 am and 17:00-

19:00 pm). This is of particular concern in the vicinity of the school and has been the subject of 

review by the Parish Council. There has been considerable disquiet with regard to the traffic 

congestion caused by the „school-run‟. This has serious implications for emergency service 

access at peak times. Heavy traffic on the Duckington Lane has produced erosion and collapse 

of the edges and problems with the 41 bus, and other heavy vehicles, are often caused resulting 

from the absence of passing points. A lack of a crossing point on the Malpas Road creates 

difficulties getting to the War Memorial Hall. 

Do you support the following improvement measures?

4.7.5 There was a good response to this question with good support for improved road safety 

measures in the area of the school and improved visibility at the Duckington Lane/Malpas Road 

junction. Traffic calming measures , reducing speed limits and extending existing restricted areas 

were less popular but were still in the majority. There is considerable pressure to introduce speed 

restrictions in the vicinity of the school. There was limited support for an improved road layout at 

the „Green‟ and little support for more/improved lighting or for improvement measures at the 

Rookery Road/Church Road Junction. However, this latter area is regarded as being a particular 

problem for the access of the emergency services and general pedestrian safety during school 

starting and finishing times that it has been included on the Plan (see map on next page).
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4.7.6 Proposed actions:

 Explore the possibility of a limited late night bus service and a convenient 

‘Dial-a-Ride’ service to Hospitals and doctors surgeries.

 Create a Community Speed Watch Group.

Conduct a detailed traffic survey. 

 Introduce suitable traffic calming safety measures  and/or speed 

restrictions in certain critical areas.

 Introduce irregular radar speed checks and re-examine the suitability of

existing speed warning signs. 

 Create a footpath beyond the school to the playing field in Church Road.

 Create additional space for peak-time parking at the school.

 Improve road lay-out at Rookery Road/Church Road junction.

Improve safety of Duckington lane/Malpas Road junction.

Transport, Traffic and Road Safety (Contd.)

Rookery Road/Church 

Road Junction

Duckington Lane/Malpas 

Road Junction

Create Footpath to Playing Field
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4.8 Development and Housing

4.8.1 Summary of Key Issues:

 Development of the ‘Fox and Hounds’ site

 Enhancement of the ‘Green’

 Determination of the affordable homes requirement

 Future sheltered accommodation needs

4.8.2 The „Green‟ lies  at the heart of the village and is bounded on two adjacent sides by the „Carden  

Arms‟ and the now closed „Fox and Hounds‟ Public Houses.  The juxtaposition of these establishments 

gives rise to a particularly pleasant aspect on approach to the village opening out onto the „Green‟. The 

90% of respondents who supported the protection of the „Green‟ (Ref: 4.3.3. page 15) also implied by their 

written comments, that these buildings, the central 19th Century tree and stocks, should also be 

conserved. In the event of the development of the „Fox and Hounds‟ site, the community were in favour of:

• The preservation of the „Fox and Hounds‟ facade.

• Re-establishment of the historic „Fox and Hounds‟/Smithy/Post Office building line.

• A  courtyard, „open‟ style concept for the general development to the rear

• The area immediately adjacent to the „Fox and Hounds‟ made available for overspill car parking as

present.

• The impact of additional traffic encroaching onto the Malpas Road should be established.

• The buildings to reflect the character of the area

The „Green‟ comprises the central 19th Century horse chestnut tree, stocks and seats and the community 

wanted any development to seek to re-establish the former style of the area making it „greener and softer‟. 

There was little support for the „Green‟ to be re-designed. The simplification of the adjacent cross-roads to 

slow the traffic down and improve safety as also requested.

4.8.3 There was an 88% return to 

the question whether residents 

would support additional housing 

in Tilston. 51% of the respondents 

would like to see additional 

housing but there was not 

overwhelming support since 41% 

did  not approve. Those that did 

preferred the conversion of 

existing buildings and/or sheltered 

accommodation for the elderly. 

There was also good support for 

affordable homes and for small 

developments. The community did 

not want large scale/over-crowded 

development or development 

which would „urbanise‟ the village. 

In short, the residents accepted 

some growth but did not want it to 

be excessive
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Development and Housing (Contd.)

4.8.5 A proposal for the development of land at „Hobb Hill‟ to the rear of the War Memorial Hall was 

forwarded shortly following the establishment of the current survey. Following presentations and due 

process, the following objections were established:

• There was no established need for the proposed 12 affordable homes in Tilston; the basis of the

proposal was an obsolete 2004 Chester City Council survey for the Tilston Ward.

• Proposed egress of traffic onto the acute/blind bend of the Duckington Road was considered extremely

hazardous.

• The proposed pedestrian access was through land owned by the War Memorial Hall Trust and raised 

health and safety issues.

•The  site was on land rich in wildlife and flora, used and valued by the community.

To date discussions about pedestrian access are ongoing and the proposals have not been approved.

4.8.6 Proposed actions

 To obtain a consensus and construct a plan for the type of 

housing development on the ‘Fox and Hounds’ site, acceptable to the 

community, to be used in any future negotiation with a proposed 

developer. (note: Planning permission for the site has now been granted, which 

has a housing mix on it, but if there is any re-submission Tilston Parish Council 

might wish to adjust it to allow for an affordable element and/or a reduction in 

density). 

Determine the future needs for affordable housing in the village

Establish the provision of suitable housing in any future 

development proposals to satisfy the needs of the community.

Establish feasibility of providing additional sheltered 

accommodation in the village to meet the future needs of the 

elderly. 

4.8.4 Residents were asked whether  they had applied for starter homes. One had 

applied in the previous year and three had applied in the last five years. The same 

question was asked about sheltered accommodation and two had applied in the 

last five years. Five people had applied for planning permission to build new 

homes in the previous year and four in the last five years, which implied a steady 

desire to increase housing in the community
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4.9 Business and Employment 

4.9.1 Summary of Key issues:

 Thriving private enterprise exists in the village

 Services provided are numerous and varied

 Limited employment opportunities exist in the village

 Employed residents must travel large distances to their work

 There is scope to improve tourism in the area

4.9.2 There are many businesses and personal enterprises in Tilston, which has been recorded 

in the Business Directory link of the Parish Council web-site. This details three major farms 

(including a chicken farm), Tilston Oak Structures, The shop, Tarmacadam Drives, MJB Property 

and Cleaning Services, Plans Drawing Service, Dog Portraits, Telephone Line Services, 

computer and electrical services, internal/external decorators and several B & B establishments, 

including the „Carden Arms‟ Public House. This list is not exhaustive, but merely serves to show 

the level of business activity. However, there are limited opportunities for employment in the 

Parish. In replying to the question about the distance travelled to the work-place, 16% of the 163 

respondents worked within Tilston , but the largest proportion (51%) had to travel a considerable 

distance i.e. in excess of 10 miles. This is not surprising, since most people work in the major 

towns of Liverpool, Birkenhead, Wrexham, Chester etc. There is thus a significant incentive to 

encourage additional enterprise in the community. 

Would you like to see more employment opportunities in 

Tilston?
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4.9.3 When asked whether the community 

would like to see additional employment 

opportunities, there was a 70-73% 

response rate indicating considerable 

interest. 

Approximately 20% of respondents were 

undecided on this, but support was 

strongest for office units and/or craft 

workshops. Industry and retail outlets were 

not favoured. With a  strong equestrian 

base in Tilston, the availability of bridle 

paths, open countryside, B & B 

accommodation, outdoor pursuits etc, 

tourism is an area which could be exploited 

and should be followed up.

4.9.4 Proposed Actions:

Produce a thorough inventory of existing business enterprises in Tilston

Carry out a detailed survey of business needs

Establish a ‘Business Officer’ to look after the business interests of the community

Explore the potential of promoting tourism in the parish.

Establish the level of employment provided by current enterprises in Tilston
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4.10 Communications.

4.10.1 Summary of Key Issues:

 Communication in the community is currently good for a village of this size but some

improvement can be suggested to take advantage of modern methods

 Improvements to current methods need to be regularised and improved

 New modern methods of communication need to be explored

Communication in a village community is vitally important and it was considered essential how the 

community obtain their news or information. 

Where do you obtain your community information?

4.10.2 The most popular source of information is 

the monthly village „paper‟ the „Tilston & 

Shocklach Reporter‟ and the least was the Parish 

web-site. Two reasons for this: (a) not everyone 

is conversant with computers on which it 

depends and (b) it is relatively new and is not yet 

fully established. The drawback with the 

„Reporter‟ is that it doesn‟t satisfy a requirement 

for the urgent communication of important news. 

This seems to depend on „word of mouth‟ and 

the shop. Only 20% of the residents rely on the 

parish council notice board and 40% on the War 

Memorial Hall notice board. The parish council 

issues an annual report to residents and 

occasionally „ad hoc‟ notices to all residents. In 

addition, the local newspapers e.g. the Chester 

Chronicle and Shropshire local papers  include 

Tilston news in the “Village Voice” sections.

3.5

5.2

20.4

25.0

32.0

37.8

41.9

55.2

62.8

81.0

Parish Web Site

Local radio

Parish notice board

Pub

Flyers/notices

W.M.H. notice board

Local Press

Shop

Word of mouth

The Reporter

% "YES"

Would you support the following means of 

communication? 

1.2

4.7

5.8

9.3

11.6

22.1

50.6

Fax

Cyber Cafe

Electronic notice board 

More notice boards

Email

Electronic notice board on 
web site

Free village newsletter.

%'Yes'

4.10.3 There was a great deal  of 

support for a simple, free village 

newsletter to communicate important 

Parish Council information. This would 

be in addition to the „Reporter‟. The 

Parish Council web-site is in place and 

is gradually gaining popularity. The 

survey revealed that this will be a 

welcome addition to village 

communications. There was some 

support for an additional Parish Council 

notice board and re-positioning of the 

existing one. Since the survey the 

Parish Council board has been moved 

to a more prominent position on the 

front of the War Memorial Hall. A Cyber 

cafe/communications centre didn‟t 

receive great support but did create a 

deal of interest.
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4.10.5 Proposed Actions:

 Establish a Parish newsletter to communicate urgent and/or important

information.

Improve the visibility of other relevant communications/publications and 

provide access  for residents to register their concerns

Improve and publicise the village web-site ensuring continual updating of

Parish news and information.

Create an electronic notice board or information centre on the web-site.

Determine a suitable location and site a second Parish Council notice 

board.

Do you think the parish council plays a useful role in 

the community?

Communication (Contd.)

4.10.4 The survey showed that 

90% of the respondents rated the 

usefulness of the Parish 

Council‟s role as average or 

above with 64% indicating it was 

either excellent or good. Only 

10% felt the Parish Council‟s role 

was poor or very poor. It was 

gratifying to find that 81% of the 

respondents were well aware of 

its role played in the community 

and that 80% had attended 

meetings arranged by the Parish 

Council. 
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5 .1 Environment 

32

Ref 
No.

Action—What 
needs to be done

Method—How the 
Action will be taken 
forward

Support—who 
might be 
involved

Time scale 
/Priority

ENV.1

5.1.1

Improve hedge, 
tree, verge and 
footpath 
maintenance.

Liaise with Cheshire 
West and Chester  
Council and local 
landowners and re-
visit existing/introduce
maintenance plans

Relevant Cheshire 
West and Chester 
Council
departments, 
local landowners 
and Tilston Parish 
Council

Medium
Term

ENV.2

5.1.2

Install a recycling 
and composting 
facility in the 
village

Investigate how and 
where  such a facility 
can be sited and 
arrange for installation

Parish Council 
and residents. 
Environmental 
officers and 
CW&C

Long Term

ENV.3

5.1.3
Enhance and 
improve the 
‘Green’

Discuss with 
community and 
implement

Tilston Parish 
Council, tree 
wardens, CW&C 
conservation 
specialists

Short Term

ENV.4

5.1.4

Introduce a tree, 
shrub and wild 
flower  planting 
programme

Establish a plan and 
costs, and implement.

Tilston Parish 
Council and local
nurseries etc

Medium 
Term

ENV.5

5.1.5

Establish a map of 
local rural 
features including 
those of historic 
and geographical 
importance

Research existing data 
and create additional 

information.

Tilston Parish 
Council

Long Term

ENV.6

5.1.6

Introduce vandal-
proof dog -litter 
bins in strategic 
locations

decide on type and 
location.

Tilston Parish 
Council to 
consult with 
several suppliers 
and community.

Medium
Term

5 Action Plans



5.2 General  and Specialist  Services
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Ref 
No.

Action—What 
needs to be done

Method—How the 
Action will be 
taken forward

Support—
who might be 
involved

Time scale 
/Priority

Gen

Serv .1.

5.2.1

Seek to change Post 
Code and obtain 
correct telephone 
directory

Arrange Meetings 
with Post Office and 
British Telecom

Parish Council 
and service 
representatives

Long Term

Gen 

Serv.2

5.2.2

Seek to improve 
utilities and services 
in specific areas

Parish Council to 
meet with CW&C   
and the  relevant 
service companies 
providing utilities and 
services and  explore 
ways of improving 
services

TPC, CW&C l 
and the service 
providers eg. 
BT, United 
Utilities, CW&C 
Waste 
Collection 
Department

Medium 
Term

Gen

Serv.3

5.2.3

Establish a list of all 
relevant volunteer 
organisations who 
provide essential 
services and support 
in the community 

Explore opportunities 
to work with 
volunteer 
organisations to help 
provide essential 
services and support 
when needed.

Parish Council 
and volunteer 
organisation
representatives

Short Term

Sp.

Serv.1

5.2.4

Establish a regular 
health surgery in the 
War Memorial Hall 

Engage with the local 
health authorities to 
explore the possibility 
of providing
doctor/nurses surgery 
in the village.

Parish Council 
and Health 
Trust 
representatives/
local surgeries

Medium 
Term

Sp. 

Serv.2

5.2.5

Communicate with 
Police how to 
improve their 
response times.

Parish Council and  
local constabulary to 
discuss the problem 
and seek a way 
forward

Parish Council 
and local 
officers

Medium 
Term

Sp.

Serv.3

5.2.6

Improve Police  feed-
back to the 
community on 
results of relevant 
local anti-social 
behaviour  activities

Discussions with all 
law enforcement 
agencies

Parish Council 
and local Police 
and 
enforcement 
agency 
representatives.

Short Term

5 Action Plans (C0ntd.)



5.3 Community Safety
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Ref 
No.

Action—What 
needs to be done

Method—How 
the Action will 
be taken 
forward

Support—who 
might be 
involved

Time scale 
/Priority

CS 1

5.3.1

Improve liaison with 

PSCO’s and CW&C 

Council Community 

Safety Wardens and 

improve existing 

procedures.

Continued 
discussions with 
officers

Parish Council 
and officers from 
different agencies

Short Term

CS2

5.3.2

Provide more 

outdoor sporting 

amenities for the 

young.

Parish Council to 
discuss with the 
Playing Fields 
Association 
means of 
providing extra 
amenities

This action has 
now been 
completed

CS3

5.3.3

Introduce more 

varied facilities for 

the young

Parish Council to 
liaise with the 
village Youth 
Club Leaders to 
discuss 
requirements 

Youth Club 
Leaders and 
Parish Council

Short Term

CS4

5.3.4

Monitoring public  

drinking and 

encouraging more 

responsible drinking 

of alcohol in Tilston

Discuss the 
problem with 
CW&C and the 
Police  to explore 
what additional 
measures can be 
taken.

Parish Council, 
Police  and 
CW &C 

Medium Term

CS5

5.3.5

Establish an 

extended Home 

Watch scheme in 

suitable areas of the 

village

Discuss with 
residents and 
Police

Parish Council/ 
residents and 
Police and/or 
enforcement 
agencies

Long Term

5 Action Plans



5.4 Social and Recreational

Ref 
No.

Action—What 
needs to be done

Method—How 
the Action will 
be taken 
forward

Support—who 
might be 
involved

Time scale 
/Priority

SOC

REC 1

5.4.1

Purchase the Tilston

Playing Field
The Playing Field 
Association to 
undertake legal 
discussions with 
the owners to 
establish costs and 
launch a 
community appeal

Playing Field 
Association, 
solicitors acting 
on behalf of 
community, 
ward councillor, 
Parish Council

This action 
has now been 
completed 
and 
equipment 
installed.

SOC

REC 2

5.4.2

Create additional 

general and sporting 

facilities

TPC to discuss 
with the Playing 
Field Assn ,the 
War Memorial 
Hall Committee 
and regional fund 
holders the 
feasibility of 
acquiring 
additional facilities

Playing Field 
Assn.,WMH
Committee and
various 
organisations for 
funding

Actions on the 
Playing Field 
Association 
complete. 
Further 
discussions to 
be held with
WMHC.

Medium term

SOC

REC 3

5.4.3

Establish a village 

facilities group to 

identify and create 

additional amenities 

identified by the 

community 

Contact those
residents who 
might be 
interested in 
serving on such a 
group and set up .

Parish Council 
and Residents.

Medium Term

SOC

REC 4

5.4.4

Provide additional 

activities for the 

village youth.

In liaison with the 
Youth Club/Youth 
Leaders and 
Organisers  discuss 
what can be done

Parish Council, 
Youth Leaders 
and identified 
funding 
suppliers

Medium Term

SOC

REC 5

5.4.5

Increase use of the 

Playing Field for 

recreational purposes

Discuss with the 
Playing Field 
Association ways 
to increase 
availability of the 
Playing Field for 
recreational 
purposes

Playing Field 
Association and
Parish Council

This action has 
now been 
completed
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5.5 Transport, Traffic and Road Safety

36

Ref 
No.

Action—What 
needs to be done

Method—How the 
Action will be taken 
forward

Support—
who might 
be involved

Time scale 
/Priority

TTRS 1.

5.5.1

Explore the possibility of a 
limited late night bus service 
and a convenient ‘Dial-a-
Ride’ service to Hospitals and 
doctor’s surgeries'

Parish Council to discuss with 
Helm’s bus company and the 
‘Dial-a-Ride’ Company ways of 
improving the service

Dial-a-ride and the 
Cheshire West and 
Chester Council

‘The Shuttle’ 
which comprises 
the dial-a-ride 
and the 
community 
transport service 
has now been 
established

TTRS 2

5.5.2

Create a Community Speed 
Watch Group

Parish Council Police and CW&C 
Departments

Long Term

TTRS 3

5.5.3

Conduct a detailed traffic 
survey

Parish Council Parish Council Long Term

TTRS 2.

5.5.4

Introduce suitable traffic 
calming safety measures 
and/or  speed restrictions in 
certain critical areas.

Parish Council to Impress on 
the Highways Dept. of CW&C 
about the need for such 
controlling measures.

CW&C Highways 
Dept. and Parish 
Council

Long Term

TTRS 3.

5.5.5

Introduce irregular radar 
speed checks and re-examine 
the suitability of  existing 
speed warning signs 

Parish Council to ask the 
Police and CW&CC Highways 
Dept., to provide training for 
Radar checking and re-
examine effectiveness of speed 
signs 

Police and CW&C 
Highways Dept. 
and Parish Council

Medium Term

TTRS 4.

5.5.6

Create a footpath in Church 
Road beyond the school to 
the playing field.

Parish Council to discuss with 
the school and relevant land 
owner the feasibility and with 
the CW&Cc draw up suitable 
plans

Education 
Authorities, CW&C 
Highways Dept., 
and Parish Council

Currently under 
discussion.

Medium Term.

TTRS5 

5.5.7

Create additional space for 
peak-time parking at the 
school.

Consult with the CW&CC 
Education & Highways Depts , 
school and Police about 
supplying additional space 

Education 
Authorities, CW&C 
and Parish Council

Currently under 
discussion.

Medium Term

TTRS 6

5.5.8

Improved road lay-out at 
Rookery Road/Church Road 
junction.

Discussions with the CW&CC 
Highways Department 
possibility of introducing a 
mini-roundabout and 
widening the junction.

Parish Council  and 
CW&C Highways 
Dept.,

Long Term

TTRS 7

5.5.9
Improve safety of 
Duckington Lane/Malpas
Road Junction 

Parish Council to discuss with 
CW&C Highways 
Department.

Parish Council and 
CW&C Highways 
Dept.,

Medium Term
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Ref 
No.

Action—What needs 
to be done

Method—How the 
Action will be taken 
forward

Support—
who might 
be involved

Time scale 
/Priority

DH 1

5.6.1

To obtain a 
consensus, and 
construct a plan, for 
the type of housing 
development on the 
‘Fox and Hounds’ site 
acceptable to the 
community  to be 
used in any future 
negotiation with a 
proposed developer.

Create Parish Plan sub-
committee and decide on 
a favoured form of 
development considered 
acceptable to 
community. Draw up 
artist impression to form 
basis of future 
discussions with 
prospective developers.

Parish 
Council, 
CW&CC 
Highways 
and 
Planning 
depts. 
Prospective 
developers

This action has 
now been
completed. 
Planning 
permission has 
been granted 
for a mix of 
housing, but if 
there is any re-
submission  
the TPC might 
wish to adjust 
it to allow for 
an affordable 
element 
and/or a 
reduction in 
density.

DH 2

5.6.2

Determine future 
need of  affordable 
Homes in Tilston
village

Conduct a survey using 
established practices to 
ascertain the need for 
affordable housing in the 
village and compare 
requirement with CW&C 
strategic plans

Parish 
Council

Medium Term

DH 3

5.6.3

Establish the provision 
of suitable housing in 
any future 
development proposals 
to satisfy the needs of 
the community

Discussion with any 
future developers .

CW&C 
Planning 
depts., 
Developers 
and Parish 
Council

Long Term

DH 4

5.6.4

Establish feasibility of 
providing additional 
sheltered 
accommodation in the 
village to meet the 
future needs of the 
elderly. 

Carry out a projection of the 

likely need for Sheltered 

accommodation in the 

village. Discuss findings 

with CW&CC with a view to 

improving village situation.

CW&C 
Planning 
Depts.,
Parish 
Council

Long Term

5.6 Development and Housing
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5.7 Business and Employment
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Ref 
No.

Action—What needs 
to be done

Method—How the 
Action will be taken 
forward

Support—
who might be 
involved

Time scale 
/Priority

BE 1

5.7.1

Produce a thorough 
inventory of existing 
business enterprises 
in Tilston

Parish Council to issue 
a questionnaire asking 
the residents to state  
their types of business. 
Create a ‘Business’ 
dossier listing all 
private enterprise in 
the village

Parish council 
and local 
businesses

Parish 
Council
‘Business 
Register’ has 
been 
initiated.

To be 
reviewed

BE2

5.7.2

Carry out a detailed 
survey of business 
needs

Through the above 
questionnaire establish 
the needs of business 
owners  

Parish Council Short Term

BE3

5.7.3

Appoint a ‘Business 
Officer’ to look after 
the business interests 
of the community

Parish Council to 
debate and establish 
the case for the officer
and set terms of 
reference.

Parish Council Medium 
Term

BE4

5.7.4

Explore the potential 
to expand enterprise 
and tourism

Discussion between 
Parish Council and 
local businesses and 
relevant CW&C  
depts.,

Various 
enterprise 
organisations

Long Term

BE5

5.7.5

Establish the level of 
employment provided 
by current enterprises 
in Tilston

Contact with  local 
businesses and analyse 
results

Parish Council Long Term
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Ref 
No.

Action—What 
needs to be done

Method—How the 
Action will be taken 
forward

Support—
who might 
be involved

Time scale 
/Priority

COM 1

5.8.1

Establish a parish 
newsletter to 
communicate 
urgent and/or 
important 
information.

Modern IT-based 
methods my not be 
applicable to many 
residents so an 
additional paper-based 
method is to be 
investigated. Parish 
Council to  liaise with 
publishers of the 
‘Reporter’ and the 
CW&C.

Parish Council
and managers 
of the 
‘Reporter’. 
Local printers

Medium 
Term

COM 2

5.8.2

Improve the 
visibility of other  
relevant 
communications/p
ublications and 
provide access for 
residents to register 
their concerns

The  importance of 
communications to the 
community will be  
emphasised  at parish 
council  forums

Parish Council,
WMH
Committee, 
Shop and 
CW&C library 
Services

Medium 
Term

COM 3

5.8.3

Improve and 
publicise the village 
web site ensuring 
continual updating 
of parish news and 
information.

Place adverts in the 
‘Reporter’ and raise 
subject in parish forums

Parish Council This is 
ongoing

COM 4

5.8.4

Create an electronic 
notice board or 
information centre 
on the web site.

Liaise with the web-
designers about setting up 
an information page.

Parish Council Short Term

COM 5

5.8.5

Determine a suitable 
location and site a 
second parish 
council notice  board

Parish Council to 
determine site with the 
War Memorial Hall 
Committee and ascertain 
costs

Parish Council This action 
has been 
completed

5.8 Communications
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