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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting  
held at Tilston War Memorial Hall,  

4
th

 November 2010 

PRESENT 
Councillors 
Chairman –   Cllr. P. Honeyborne 
Cllr. J. Bird   Cllr. D. Passey Cllr. N. Prince  Cllr. A. Rickett  
Cllr. N. Ritchie Cllr. R. Schofield 
Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright 
Non Parish Councillors  
PC Tony Owens 
Mr. Dave Roberts – Chairman of Playing Field Committee 
 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr. E. Pomfret – Holiday. 
RESOLVED 10/74 - The Council accepted the apologies with explanation of Cllr. 
Pomfret. 
RESOLVED 10/75 - The Council accepted the previous apologies with explanations of 
Cllr. Rickett. 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None declared. 
 
OPEN FORUM  
PC Tony Owens explained that he expected a rise in the number of cold callers visiting 
homes and that residents should be aware of this and the risks they can pose. There has 
also been a recent rise in charities going door to door, the majority of who were from 
legitimate charities.  
He asked residents to be aware of and report suspicious vehicles and activities as 
machinery and trailers were still targets for thieves, also as winter approaches there is 
likely to be an increase in fuel thefts. 
The chairman thanked PC Owens for his report and attending the meeting. 
Mr. Dave Roberts, Chairman of the Playing Field Association made the following points:- 

 He thanked the council for the replacement bin which had been installed and for 
the work of the street orderly who clears the field of litter and empties the bins. 

 It was explained that the committee was requesting a grant of £1500 from the 
Parish Council as the playing field committee was expecting an increase in the 
cost of the insurance due to the new equipment that had been installed. 

 It was also expected that grass cutting costs would increase due to increased 
areas which can only be cut by a small mower. The previous grant received to 
fund grass cutting will end on the 31st March 2011. 

 The committee will still need to fund on-going repairs and maintenance of the 
field. 

 Mr. Roberts reminded the Council that the Field (unlike the Hall) has no income 
stream, other than a small rental from the Wakes. 

 The running and funding of the field is a huge responsibility for a small number of 
people, over recent years over £100,000 has been spent on purchasing and 
developing the field. 

 The field is having a far reaching beneficial impact on Tilston as a whole, reducing 
rural inequalities and isolation, responding to some issues raised in the Parish 
Plan, improving the ambiance of the village, attracting families to the village which 
in turn benefits the businesses in Tilston. It has also helped to reduce youth 
nuisance and the fear of such nuisance. The playing field now provides something 
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for all ages including the opportunity for more fitness based activities and possibly 
use by more clubs. 

 A kissing gate has now been ordered to replace the far gate (away from the play 
area) which can be removed to allow access for the Wakes etc it will also be large 
enough to accommodate a buggy or wheelchair and is expected before the 
Spring. 

 There are plans to hire a ‘Blue Loo’ for the summer on a trail basis. 

 There are plans to refurbish the football hut. 

 Mr. Roberts also noted that two trustees of the playing field had recently stood 
down so there was a need to replace them at some point. 

The clerk informed the meeting that a letter had been received from the Tilston Pre-
School Play Group explaining how they are working with the new Bluebell Nursery and 
that they are happy to come and speak to the Council. The letter was noted and it was 
agreed at this point there were no issues of concern. 
 
MINUTES 
RESOLVED 10/76 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes 
of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd September 2010. 
 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT COMPETITION 
The Chairman reported she had attended the Community Spirit Awards ceremony with 
Val and Dave Roberts and Tilston had been awarded ‘Highly Commended’. This 
information had been submitted in an article to the Tilston and Shocklach Reporter which 
included a section from the entry form about Tilston. 
It was agreed Cllr. Bird should ask at the next War Memorial Hall Committee meeting if 
the certificate could be displayed in the hall, if so the clerk will obtain a frame for it. 
 
NEW STANDING ORDERS 
It was agreed that a working group including, Councillors Passey, Prince and Schofield, 
would consider the new standing orders in more detail before the January meeting of the 
Council.  
 
CHURCH ROAD FOOTPATH 
The clerk reported that she was still awaiting plans for the new footpath at the school 
from the CW&C Highways department. 
Following discussions at the last meeting the clerk reported that the yellow zig zag lines 
outside Tilston Primary School would be extended by three metres at each end and that 
the revised length will be included in the Traffic Regulation Order for the no stopping 
restriction. This traffic order was to be advertised soon and be implemented by the start 
of the January 2011 term. 
 
TILSTON PLAYINGFIELD COMMITTEE 
The council noted the report given in the Open Forum. 
 
CHURCH ROAD VERGE 
Cllr. Pomfret had asked that the state of the verge opposite the far entrance to the 
playing Field be put on the agenda. The verge has developed a large number of deep 
potholes which are often filled with water obscuring their depth. It was agreed the clerk 
would report the area to the CW&C Highways Department. 
 
TILSTON PARISH PLAN 
Nothing to report. 
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HORTON ROAD SIGN 
The clerk reported she had attended a site meeting with representatives of CW&C 
highways department and Mr. Booth, and a compromise location had been proposed 
which sited the sign on the bank by the fence. 
 RESOLVED 10/77 – The sign be relocated as suggested on the revised map so long as 
the bottom of the sign is not below six foot from the road surface to allow for oncoming 
vehicles to be clearly visible.  
 
NEW RESIDENTS WELCOME PACK 
It was agreed the clerk should develop a postcard with images of Tilston to be given to 
people when they move into Tilston, welcoming them and providing details for the Parish 
Council. 
 
PLANNING 
The council noted the observations and decisions on pages 52 and 53 of the planning 
register. The clerk reported she had contacted the developer of the Fox and Hounds and 
had been informed that the development of the site had been temporarily suspended, 
and that the Parish Council would be informed when this situation altered. 
 
ACCOUNTS 
The clerk reported since the accounts had been circulated £1000 had been transferred 
into the cheque account from the reserve account. 
RESOLVED 10/78 - The Council accepted the accounts as circulated the Cash Book 
page 41.  
 
PAYMENTS 
RESOLVED 10/79 - The Council agreed the following payments:- 

 Clerk’s salary £243.00 

 War Memorial Hall Room Hire £30 

 R&R Book Keeping £60 (previously agreed January 2010) 
 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
RESOLVED 10/80 – that the council purchase a poppy wreath to be laid on behalf of the 
residents of Tilston in memory of all those who have lost their lives in conflicts since the 
first World War for £50. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARCELS CAMPAIGN 
RESOLVED 10/81 – that the council makes a donation of £200 to the Tilston Christmas 
Parcels Campaign. 
 
DIAMOND JUBILEE 
It was agreed this item should be raised again at the January meeting of the council. It 
was suggested a working group could be formed including people from outside the 
Parish Council to consider what celebrations could take place in 2012 and how funds 
could be raised to facilitate these celebrations. It was also agreed this matter should be 
given consideration when setting the precept for the forth coming financial year. 
 
RESOLVED 10/82 – that the Parish Council move into private session for the following 
agenda items. 
  
TO CONSIDER CLERK’S SALARY 2011-2012 
The clerk reported she was willing to maintain a pay freeze at her current rate of £9 an 
hour for the 2011-2012 financial year. 
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TO CONSIDER FUTURE OF STREET ORDERLY POSITION 
RESOLVED 10/83 – That the street orderly’s position be terminated from 1st April 2011 
due to the cessation of funding for this position from CW&C and that the clerk should 
seek advice from CW&C human resources department on this matter. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10. 
 

 
The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is on  
Thursday 6th January 2010 at the War Memorial Hall. 

 
 
 

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ……………………….. 
 


