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Notes of Highways Meeting 
27th January 2017 

PRESENT 
Tilston Parish Councillors 
Ron Hints, Mike Hearn, Ian Munro, Neil Ritchie, John Thompson, Sue Willett (Chairman). 
Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright 
Cheshire West and Chester  
Helena Crawford, Principle Engineer, Highways. 
 
Speeding Issues 
HC confirmed that speed data for Tilston show there are a small number of motorists speeding 
compared to the rest of the Borough, as such Tilston is doing well.  
It was noted that it is locals which are statistically most likely to speed with the majority living 5 
minutes away from the area or less.  
Looking at the speed data which covered a day in Tilston, only one ticket would have been 
issued for that period by the police if they had been present. 
It was noted that the Parish Council needs to find ways of reinforcing the 30mph speed limit. 
It was recommended the Council uses the speed indictor device (SID again) particularly 
between 7am and 10am and record the findings. 
It was noted that Tilston is part of the 4 year 20mph programme in the Borough and the roads 
will be assessed for their suitability this year. It was suggested that if a 20mph scheme is 
introduced possible infrastructure improvements could be made the enforce the reduced speed 
limit, although the Parish Council would need to identify funding for this. 
It was noted that roads which look residential, as in Tilston, tend to have lower speeds. 
The best way to control speed is by vehicles parking on the road, the introduction of double 
yellow lines are a feature of major roads and give moving vehicles the priority. 
As such if the Parish Council was to resolve to write to Highways stating they would not support 
any more double yellow lines in Tilston, Highways officers would take this into account when 
getting requests from residents. 
It was noted that if the Council had signs designed by school children these could only be 
located on private land not the highway itself. 
It was noted the speed data being discussed was from Malpas Road in 2013, there was a more 
recent survey done which produced similar results, that the 85th percentile were travelling at 
34.6 mph, all other traffic was travelling at a slower speed, the average speed was 28.7. 
The highest speeds were recorded between 7am and 1pm and 5pm and 7pm. 
It was noted lower speeds were recorded in Church Road. 
In the last three years, there were no recorded accidents in Tilston. 
It was noted although the speed data could not be shared with the Council, as this is a 
chargeable service, the data collected for the 20mph assessment could be shared. 
 
The Green 
It was confirmed the white lines are now down and will be monitored over the next twelve 
months. 
 
Duckington Lane 
It was noted that part of Duckington Lane had been assessed as part of the works schemes but 
had not scored highly enough for the work to be agreed. It was also noted that other roads are 
in a worse condition and are therefore given priority. 
The road is monitored for patching and councillors were encouraged to report potholes on the 
online system, and to do this as accurately as possible as this can speed up the repair process. 
The road will require a surface dressing treatment at some point in the future to waterproof it. 
An assessment had been carried out several years ago, and the cost to resurface the road as 
is, not to widen it, was £250,000. 
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It was agreed that during the spring Councillors would meet with James Pendleton the network 
steward and go along the road to highlight the worst areas and to look at undertaking some 
larger patching work and look again at surface dressing. 
It was suggested that one solution would be to introduce a series of passing point along the 
road, it was noted that Highways only have funding for maintenance of roads and not 
improvements and as such could not fund the work. If other funding could be obtained this 
might be possible. It was noted that costs would be based on £120 per square metre. 
Contractors other than CW&Cs could be used if the scheme if approved, contractors would 
require a Section 50 authorisation. 
 
A query was raised regarding trees overhanging a road in Tilston, it was suggested they should 
be reported to CW&C via the on-line system to be assessed noting if the trees have been there 
for some time it may mean that rather than cutting back the trees a vehicle height restriction 
could by introduced. 
 
Planters/Flower Beds 
HC confirmed she was happy to consider additional planters or flower beds in Tilston, she 
suggested that planters would be a better option as if there are utilities under a flower bed they 
can be dug up and they do not have to be put back by the contractor. 
Any planters or flower beds should be 450m from the carriageway and not reduce the footway 
to less than 1.5m, height should not exceed .75m if agreed a license would be advertised for 28 
days if there are no objections it would be granted. 
It was suggested that another council had created raised planters with wooden sleepers and a 
membrane that had worked very well. 
 
HC reported that that Highways are currently undergoing a restructure including reviews of 
principle engineers and network stewards, the number of which are likely to reduce, partly due 
to a fall in the number of enquires reported.  
 

Ann Wright 
30/01/17 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 


