Minutes of 

Tilston Parish Meeting 

Held in Tilston War Memorial Hall, 4th March 2010
PRESENT

Chairman - Mrs. P. Honeyborne (Parish Council Chairman)
Mr. J. Bird
Mr. D. Passey
Mr. E. Pomfret
Miss. N. Prince

Mr. Neil Ritchie
Mr. A Rickett
Members of Public or Parish – 18 (approx)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and informed the meeting that Tilston Parish Council were launching a gardening competition, details of which were included in a leaflet distributed around the room and which would also be available from the Village Stores.
PRESENTATIONS

Tilston Wakes Committee
Adrian Donavon (Secretary of the Wakes Committee) made the following points during his presentation:-

· The Wakes has evolved over the years but some traditions have remained including the carving of the Ox at 4pm on the Bank Holiday Monday.
· The Wakes is organized by a small committee of around 10 members, Chaired by Gaynor Lewis with Winnie Egan as the Honorary President. Ron Hints is treasurer. 
· The committee is separate from the Playing Field Committee.
· The Wakes has two main aims:-
1) To provide traditional family entertainment including traditional country/village activities.
2) To raise funds for village groups and activities.
· In the past small amounts of funding was given to a large number of groups more recently there has been a move towards providing larger grants. In 2009 half of the £1500 raised went to the War Memorial Hall the rest was divided amongst other groups, all of who had applied for funding.
· The Wakes Committee tries hard to encourage village groups to get involved, last year 7or 8 local groups took part in the Wakes.
· The Committee is just the formal side of the Wakes and it takes a large number of people’s time, effort and money to keep the event going.
· There is recognition that the Wakes has to evolve and change to keep people coming although this has to be balanced with the traditions.
· Last year a large marquee was used for the first time and was very successful.
QUESTIONS
· A request was made to bring back the ghost train.
Tilston Playing Field Committee
Dave Roberts (Chairman of the Playing Field Committee) made the following points during his presentation:-

· Phase 1 of the improvements to the field would soon be underway. This has been funded through a Play Builder application and is aimed at 8-13 year olds. This will included banks, tunnels and zip wires and is intended to encourage adventurous play. This phase will be managed by the Ground Work Trust.
· The design of this area exceeded the Play Builder funding but Cheshire West & Chester Council (CW&C) have agreed to provide additional grant funding which will make up most of the short fall.

· This phase of the improvements has now received planning permission.

· Phase 2 will be funded by National Lottery Fund – Changing Places. This will include a goal mouth area including a basket ball net on a hard surface which will be in front of the Wakes hut. This phase will be managed by a local company Chris Burnett Associates.
· There will also be 4 exercise machines installed; these have been chosen with advice from local PE teachers. The committee is now looking into funding to provide ‘workshop’ type events to show how to use this equipment.

· There will also be a ‘wigwam’ shaped climbing frame in the fenced off play area.

· When introducing all these improvements the committee always has to take into account other uses for the field including the Wakes and not do anything which will prevent these uses in the future.

· The third phase of improvements will be at the bottom of the field where the scrub and overgrowth will be removed. The committee has now obtained an environment agency license to have the hollow in this area filled from a building site in the Malpas area. This is controlled by very strict regulations to insure that none of the soil used is contaminated.
· The committee is planning an event on the field again to celebrate the improvements that have been made. In the past this has been held on the May Bank Holiday but this year will have to be held later in the year due to the works which will be taking place.

QUESTIONS

· Were there any plans to introduce a public toilet on the field? This had not been directly considered by the committee however the committee was seeking WREN funding to refurbish the changing rooms which include toilets however these were not open to the general public. There are issues about security which would have to be taken into account as they would be unmanned. Mr. Roberts said this question would be considered by the playing field committee.
COMMUNITY SAFETY WARDENS
Yvonne Goodwin (Community Safety Warden Supervisor) gave a presentation making the following points:-
· The Community Safety wardens were introduced by Chester City Council five years ago in April.
· The wardens now cover the whole of the CW&C area – both urban and rural. There are 14 wardens including 3 supervisors.
· The wardens are now holding monthly surgeries throughout the area including the Tilston War Memorial Hall on the first Wednesday of every month. These surgeries have received very positive feedback.
· The wardens are also introducing a number of initiatives to the area which are been very successful elsewhere including Stranger Danger and environmental workshops. Wardens have also carried out Cycle Safety workshops with Guides and Brownies groups.
· The wardens work shifts from 10am to 10pm but have the flexibility to work outside these times if required.

· Wardens have worked with other partners including youth groups, CDHT and the police who the wardens assisted on cross border police operations. The wardens have been given permission to continue to take part in these regular operations in the future.

· The wardens will be re-launched in April this year including some changes to their uniform with the introduction of blue polo shirts; however they will retain the high visibility jackets and the hats as these are required for some of the duties the wardens perform including traffic point duties.

· The wardens will also have a new contact number where anti-social behavior can be reported. Calls to this line will receive a call-back within 48 hours; callers will also received feedback about what actions have been taken. This telephone number is 

0300 123 7 033
· Wardens have also been trained as community first responders which the wardens are eager to continue.
QUESTIONS

· It was asked if there was any statistical evidence to show the impact the wardens were having on anti-social behavior. At present their wasn’t but in the future this will be possible due to changes in how reports/calls are recorded and the creation of an anti-social behavior data base.
ST MARY’S CHURCH, TILSTON
Rev’d Jane Stephenson made the following points during her presentation:-
· Is St Mary’s a building or is it the people?
· St. Mary’s is a very old church its bell tower dates back to the fifteenth century but there are reports about the church 700 or 800 years before this date.

· There are plans to try and open the church up to the public more although the churches safety has to be taken into account.

· The church is working on a number of projects at the moment including re-establishing the bell ringing.

· Money has been raised to introduce a state of the art audio visual system including a hearing loop, microphones and a projector with the help of I7 technology.
· While introducing this technology there is also a need to maintain the traditions.

· There had been plans to install a toilet however the cost of this had been quoted at £50,000 so a Blue Loo has been hired instead.

· The church is a grade 2 listed building which costs around £1500 a month to maintain although it has been kept in excellent condition over the years.

· The church is about being part of the community and takes part in a number of events including the Wakes.
· The church has been involved with the school and seeks to encourage the pupils to come to the church at any time.

· The church also sponsors and organizes the monthly youth club.

· There is a younger generation which is now growing up and needs to be included in the community.

QUESTIONS

· How will the church survive in the future? This is a national problem part of the solution is about getting younger people to become involved with the church and not just on Sundays. The way the church operates will have to be different but it won’t die out.
OPEN FORUM
· One question was raised regarding CW&C 0300 numbers and their call rate. It was reported that these numbers are priced at a local rate and are free as part of BT anytime packages.
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm
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