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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

5th November 2009
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mr. J. Bird 

Mr. D. Passey
Miss. N. Prince 
Mr. N. Ritchie

Mr. M. Scully

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
None Parish Councillors 

PC R. Boulton

Public – 4
APOLOGIES
Cllr. E. Pomfret 

Cllr. A. Rickett – Unwell.

Cheshire West & Chester Ward Councillor – Mike Jones.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None.
PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION ON COMMUNITY & CAR SHARING SCHEME, TAMARA BAINBRIDGE

Tamara Bainbridge made the following points regarding a community car scheme for Tilston and car sharing or pooling schemes.

· Cheshire Community Action runs a community car scheme which covers the old Chester District Area, including Tilston.

· It is available to anyone who can not access public transport for any reason including disability, or a lack of public transport.
· At present no new clients are being accepted due to a lack of funding and drivers.

· Runs like an average Taxi service – book 48 hours in advance allowing the organiser to book transport with available drivers.

· Costs £2 for the first 6miles then 32p a mile after that. This money is paid to the driver.
· Drivers have to complete an application form, they are checked with the Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) and have to sign a confidentiality agreement, they are then provided with ID badges. They also have to provide copies of their insurance papers and MOT certificate.

· Drivers receive 18p per mile plus expenses including parking costs or any mobile phone calls which have to be made.

· They will take people to doctors etc but not hospital appointments – due to funding restrictions.

· The service could be extended in Tilston if volunteer drivers were recruited.

· Volunteers drivers can specify they only want to pick up people from Tilston, what days they are available, how many trips they want to do a week etc.

· On ‘Car Sharing’ or ‘Pooling’ scheme there is a lot of information on the internet.
· Being a driver on either scheme should not impact on insurance premiums but drivers would have to check with their insurance provider.

· AA website is useful for information including car running costs.

· Ellesmere Port Community Transport run through the social enterprise scheme offer a minibus service which may also be able to serve the Tilston Area.

· One factor which needs to be taken into consideration is fluctuating petrol prices.

· The question was asked for an example of where the scheme is successful – TB replied it has been successful in the Chester Area and also has drivers in Malpas.
· It was emphasized that this is not just about transporting people but about the conversation that the client has with the driver etc – helping people who feel isolated – 1 to 1 contact.
The council agreed to try to obtain volunteer drivers and included an article about the scheme in the next Tilston & Shocklach Reporter and on the council’s own website.

The chairman thanked Tamara for attending the meeting.

OPEN FORUM

PC Boulton reported it had been quite quiet in the area, the recent wet weather had resulted in a couple of cars through hedges on the back lanes. There had been two burglaries in Farndon, at the primary school and War memorial hall. He reported there had been a number of arrests made regarding theft of agricultural machinery although there were still thefts of small equipment and trailers happening in the area. PC Boulton asked that anyone seeing a suspicious vehicle in the area report it to the police.
P. Hearn (Tilston resident) highlighted the overgrown and dangerous condition of the hedges on many of the lanes in the area including Edge Grange Lane and Duckington Lane. The state of the hedges is resulting in lack of visibility and scratching vehicles which have to pullover. Cllr. Ritchie responded that hedges are the responsibility of the landowner but the highways department will contact landowners to cut hedges which are a highways hazard and that the best course of action is to report hedges on the highways faults page on the Cheshire West and Chester (CW&C) Website. It was agreed that the parish council should put a link to this site on its own website.
C. Travis (Tilston War Memorial Hall Committee) expressed the Hall Committee’s disappointment at CW&C’s response to carrying out the housing needs survey in Tilston. She reported the Hall Committee had met on the 4th November 2009 and that it had been agreed no further effort should be made by the parish council to obtain a housing needs survey.
D. Roberts (Tilston Playing Field Association) gave a report on behalf of the Tilston Playing Field committee, providing the following information:-
· The committee was awaiting final plans for the play builder funded play area which will form a triangle at the top of the field between the existing play area and the large gate. (maintaining access for large vehicles including those for the Wakes.) The next stage of this is an adult consultation. Hopefully this work will be all be completed by the 31st March 2010.
· The committee has reached the second stage of the Lottery development funding - this has been delayed slightly to allow the above work to be completed first. The committee has appointed a local landscape architect for this project. If successful, this work will be carried out after the 2010 Wakes to limit disruption.

· Phase 5 of the plan to develop the field concentrates on the Changing rooms.

· Phase 6 was to make use of the bottom of the field where there is a depression due to a former clay pit. This area is overgrown and covered by nettles etc. The plan is to fill in this area and grass it. To do this the committee is seeking and Environment Agency License for ‘clean’ materials to be tipped here. The cost of the license is £575. All materials tipped in this area will have to be tested and will be soil from development sites.
· There are also plans to install an electronic weather station on a high pole on the field which will be linked to the school for weather predictions etc. The parish council requested this information also be linked to the Parish Council website.

MINUTES

RESOLVED 09/25 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd September 2009 and the Extraordinary meeting held the 6th October.
PLANNING

RESOLVED 09/26 - The council accepted the observations as listed on page 40 of the planning register.
The parish council considered planning applications 09/11580/FUL and 09/11581/CAC, Fox & Hounds development. The clerk reported that she had looked into two questions which had been raised at the October meeting. The first was that all rear boundary fences adjacent to a highway had to be a minimum of six foot high. The planning department at CW&C had confirmed this was not the case and that any fence on a highway that exceeded a metre required formal planning permission. Secondly the question of claiming ownership rights on the car park area of the Fox & Hounds through gatherings for the Wakes, Hunt and Bus Stop. The clerk had received a response from Daniel Dickenson, Senior Solicitor – Environment Team (CW&C) stating such use of the land was unlikely to give rise to ownership but this was dependant on the precise nature of these activities. A more definitive answer will require independent legal advice.
RESOLVED 09/27 – That a working group of the parish council met to consider these in more detail due to the size of the applications and make a formal response on behalf of parish council.
RESOLVED 09/28 – That the council makes an observation of ‘No Objection’ to application 09/11604/FUL, 1 Ryecroft Cottages, 2 storey front extension.
FOX & HOUNDS DEVELOPMENT

Item considered under planning.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING SURVEY

The clerk read comments from an e-mail sent by Alison Amesbury, Housing Strategy & Enabling Manager (CW&C) which stated that she would not advise the parish council to carry out a housing need survey for the following reasons:-
· The Council's policy does not require a survey to be carried out.
· The Council has information on housing needs from the Housing Register and the Strategic Housing Market Assessment.
· Any survey carried out at present may be biased because residents are aware of the specific locations of proposed sites.
· The Chester rural exceptions policy takes into account housing need within a 5 mile radius, therefore any survey should ideally extend beyond the boundary of Tilston Parish.
The council also considered comments made during the open forum.

RESOLVED 09/29 – That the parish council take no further action.
ACCOUNTS

The clerk reported since the last meeting the War Memorial Hall Committee had been paid £60 for room hire. Also she had been informed the council had been successful in its application to Chester & District Housing Trust (CDHT) for a grant towards a the new notice board and had been awarded the full amount of £200.
RESOLVED 09/30 - The Council accepted the accounts as circulated the Cash Book page 34. 
PAYMENTS & DONATIONS
RESOLVED 09/31 – The council agreed the following payment
· Clerk’s Salary £243.00 and expenses of £6.91
RESOLVED 09/32 – The council make the following donation
· Tilston Christmas Parcel Campaign £200.00 

ROOKERY ROAD GARAGES
The clerk reported approximately 48 questionnaires had been delivered on Long Lane, Wynter Lane and Rookery Road asking residents if they supported converting the garage site into rented parking spaces. Seven responses had been received, five of which supported the scheme with reservations about cost particularly on the council precept, drainage and security. Other suggestions received were selling the land to neighbouring properties, and using as school parking. Although there was support for the scheme only one resident supplied a name and address for renting a space. The council agreed to forward these details to CDHT to gain their response.
CHURCH FOOTPATH
Cllr. Passey reported there had still been no progress made in repairing the kissing gate at the Church so that people could access the footpath. It was agreed the clerk should write to Richard Ankers Public Rights of Way Maintenance & Enforcement Officer (CW&C) and express the parish council’s disappointment that this issue had not be rectified and to ask when work would be completed.
CHURCH ROAD & FOOTPATH 
The parish council agreed that alterations to the footpath running along the front of the school could provide a safer route to the playing field although this would not reach the whole way it would go beyond the narrowest part of the road. Alterations included removing the road side hedge and replacing this with a rail fence for safety and also for traffic calming and tarmacing the surface. It was also felt these alterations would make the path more useable as it is often overgrown by weeds and the hedge. It was agreed the clerk should write to the highways department (CW&C) to see how this project could be taken further.
HIGHWAYS WARD WALK
The council noted the report as circulated (page 62 of minutes book) and agreed to monitor its progress.
VILLAGE PRIDE COMPETITION

To be considered at the January meeting.
TILSTON SIGN

The clerk reported that the missing road sign had been reported to the police and highways department. It was believed the CW&C highways department may replace the sign the clerk will monitor the situation.
POST OFFICE

The council had received complaints that the post office was advertised to open at 1.30 however due to the process of opening up it was never open before 1.50, it was felt by users the service should therefore be advertised as open form 2.00 to allow staff time to set up properly and to avoid customer frustration. It was agreed the clerk should write to the Post Office to express this concern.

A41 BUS SERVICE 

The council had received a complaint that the A41bus service had failed to run through Tilston (and Malpas) on Monday the 27th October for the 8.42 service. A passenger had been told that this was due to buses running late and being told to miss out Tilston and Malpas so as to reach Tattenhall on time. The complaint had been forwarded to John Ellis Jones, Operations Manager (CW&C) who had been informed by Helms the bus operator that the 7.10am service had not served Malpas and Tilston on that day due to a breakdown. Mr Jones has asked we confirm the time of the absent bus, which it was agreed the clerk would do. Any further information received will be forwarded to councillors before the next meeting.
The council noted that generally the service is good.
TELEPHONE BOX
The clerk reported she had received 4 responses to the survey asking residents if they wished to keep the phone box by the exchange. All four had supported keeping the phone box. It was therefore agreed that the clerk should write to BT to ask that it be properly maintained.

It was also agreed the clerk should report again the BT employee’s vehicle which is parked on the road by the exchange rather than on the exchange which causes an obstruction to Malpas Road.
TILSTON PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE
Report included in Open Forum.
TILSTON PARISH PLAN
No report.
VILLAGE DIRECTORY
The clerk circulated a form for organisations and businesses to complete either on-line or on paper, this information will then be made available on the parish council’s website and in a paper version.
AREA PROGRAMME BOARD
RESOLVED 09/33 – that the council nominate Carol Weaver for the parish council representative on the Area Programme Board.
Next Meeting of the Parish Council 7th January 2010
The meeting closed at 8.59pm.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
Notes of Tilston Parish Council Highways Walk

7th October 2009
PRESENT
Councillors - Mr. J. Bird

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. N. Ritchie
Mr. M. Scully

Clerk – Mrs. A. Wright

Cheshire West & Chester – Area Highways Manager, Kieran Collins

The meeting looked at the points raised previously as listed on the Ward Walk Report.

	Issue Raised
	Response

	State of Roads (potholes etc) between Malpas & Tilston, Tilston & Stretton.

State of road surface around The Green and Carden Car Park entrance – previously reported.


	Roads were inspected by Mr Collins and the councillors towards Stretton, beyond the old chapel and towards Malpas and around The Green.

A large amount of patching is to be arranged and gulley/manhole clearing – including Long Lane, Rookery Road Area.

A scheme is to be devised to repair the road from the Carden Arms past the Chapel to be considered for the future programme of works the estimated cost of which is £10,000

	Replacement of ‘GIVE WAY’ sign by Carden Arms with ‘STOP’


	Mr. Collins is to look into the matter including why the sign was removed – will report back to the Parish Council.

	State of pavements which are breaking up – will be worsen by the winter.

Damage done to pavement during verge maintenance.
	Pavements do not meet repair criteria – however some repair/filler will be applied around the BT cover by the stocks.

This damage is to be reported to the contractor who carries out the work to avoid future damage.

	Visibility from Inveresk Road


	It was agreed that both shrubs would be cut back – the visibility could then be reviewed with a possible consultation on whether they should be removed.

The clerk requested clarification if the shrubs would be regularly maintained by the highways authority – Mr. Collins to look into and report back.

	Possible changes to road the top of Rookery Road to ease congestion etc


	The best approach to his issue was seen as an increased understand/co operation with the school.

- encourage greater understanding of speeding, road safety etc amongst children

- encourage car sharing

	Traffic Calming towards playing field


	Removal of hedge along footpath to widen path was considered – surface proposed was tarmac – would need some form of barrior as hedge narrows the road forming a ‘pinch point’ reducing the speed of vehicles.

Proposal to install flashing reactive speed signs on entries to Tilston

Mr Collins to put speed monitoring devices on the road by playing field to monitor speeds and report back.
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