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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

6th November 2008
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mrs. M. Prince


Mr. N. Ritchie
Mr. M. Scully

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. A. Rickett
Clerk – Mrs A Wright
Public –0

PC R. Boulton 

OPEN FORUM

PC Boulton reported on a successful cross border operation which had run over several nights and had resulted in a number of arrests and a large amount of intelligence being gathered. The operation which included over 35 police from different forces will be repeated on a regular basis.
He emphasized that a recent incident in Tilston with a firework was unacceptable and that this matter was under investigation.

Damage (rails removed) to the wooden pedestrian bridge at the ford between Malpas Road and Low Cross Lane was reported to the council. The clerk confirmed the matter had been reported to the Highways department for repair. PC Boulton noted the incident for further investigation.
Flooding on Malpas Road was reported outside a number of houses and the War Memorial Hall, this flooding follows heavy rain and remains for some time making it difficult to cross the road or walk on the pavement without getting wet. The clerk confirmed that this issue had been reported to the Highways department for investigation.

58. APOLOGIES

Cllr. J. Bird – other engagement
Cllr. E. Pomfret – Jury Service

Local Authority Councillors: Cllr E. Moore Dutton, Cllr. Mike Jones 

59.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr. Prince declared a personal interest in item 8 as a member of the War Memorial Hall committee.
60.  MINUTES

Resolved - That the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th September and the extraordinary meeting held the 30th September 2008.
61.  PLANNING
The Council accepted observations and decisions as listed on page 32 of the planning

Register. The council agreed observations of ‘Support’ for application 08/01905/FUL, side extension to 1 Inveresk Road.
Cllr. Passey declared a prejudicial interest in item 62.

62. PROPOSED AFFORDABLE HOMES DEVELOPMENT

The council has received no further information on this matter since the extraordinary meeting. Councillors have seen a draft questionnaire for a survey to establish the need for housing in Tilston. Cllr. Ritchie has made comment on this draft.
63.  ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
The clerk reported the council had received a clear audit from the financial year 2007-2008. 

The clerk reported that she was waiting for a standing order form to arrive to establish the Street Orderly on a four weekly standing order and confirmed this order could be cancelled by a phone call if required. 
RESOLVED - The Council accepted the accounts and the chairman signed as circulated the Cash Book page 23. 

RESOLVED – The Council agreed the following payments

· Clerk’s salary week commencing 8th September to 3rd November 2008(inclusive) £243.00
· War Memorial Hall room hire (September) £51.00
64. TILSTON PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE
The chairman reported that she had signed the papers for the purchase of the playing field, deeds should be finalised during December then the field will be held under covenant for the residents of Tilston. The council agreed the clerk should write a letter to Dave Roberts to congratulate the committee on raising the funds to purchase the field.
Cllr. Ritchie declared a personal interest in item 65 as a member of the Rural South Area Committee.

65. RURAL SOUTH AREA COMMITTEE GRANT

It was reported that the Parish Council had £820 from their area committee grant left and that the council had an opportunity to ask the Rural South Area Committee to reallocate this money to another project in Tilston. It was also noted that the Parish Council may need to take part in an agreement to hold this money until it can be spent on the agreed project if necessary.
The council agreed to request this outstanding money be donated to the War Memorial Hall committee towards the environmental/insulating work.
66. ROOKERY ROAD GARAGES

The clerk reported that John Taylor was now clearing the garages for half an hour per week funded by Chester & City Housing Trust.
Complaints have been received about the land at the top off Rookery Road the clerk is to investigate ownership of this land for the next meeting.

67. CHESTER CITY COUNCIL ETHICS & STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The council noted the contents of the letter from Chester City Council relating to declaration of interests and the completion of the Register of Interests forms. Councillors agreed to review their register of interest forms to make sure they were up to date.
68. CHRISTMAS PARCELS CAMPAIGN

It was reported that it was very unlikely that there would be a Lord Mayor’s Christmas Parcels campaign this year.

RESOLVED – The council make a donation of £100 to the Village Store (Tilston) towards the parcel campaign they are to run.

69. HOUSING NEEDS OPEN DAY

The clerk reported that there had been a very disappointing turn out for the open day held 18th October 2008 in Malpas. With only 7 households registering a need for housing. The lack of turn out made any detailed analysis invalid.

70. CONSULTATIONS

It was agreed that the following response would be made to the following consultations
· Communities in control: Real people, real power. The making & enforcement of Byelaws pages 29, 30 of the minutes book.
71. MEETINGS
Cllr. Rickett agreed to attend the Cheshire Community Action AGM on the 19th November.
Next Meeting of the Parish Council 8th January 2009
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Tilston Parish Council

Communities in control: Real people, real power

The Making & Enforcement of Byelaws

October 2008

Tilston Parish Council would like to make the following observations

General Comments

The aim of the government discussion paper is to reduce the “unnecessarily bureaucratic” involvement of central government in certain areas and gain greater community involvement. This is a laudable objective, which should be supported, the exercise certainly appears to remove the bureaucracy from the government and direct it towards local authorities/parish councils.

However the procedure still encourages substantial consultation with government departments and some acts will not be delegated at all, which makes it all rather confusing.

A by-product of the procedure is to allow the local authorities to generate extra revenue from the public which will raise resentment.

Although it is accepted that the majority of the activities necessitating byelaws are covered by the Acts listed some 38% of those identified relate to specific towns/cities and can hardly be regarded as ‘National’. 

It is understood from the consultation that Parish Councils may create byelaws; however does point 2.15 mean that as a rural area, Tilston Parish Council for example would have to have any byelaws confirmed by D.E.F.R.A.?

Also the literature seems obsessed by nuisance behaviour.

QUESTION 1 

It is hard to answer this question without knowing all the byelaws which have been reviewed. The council agrees with the list given as a starting point/minimum.

QUESTION 2 

Yes, it is understood that certain byelaws may have wider implications. However, whilst involvement by government consultees is understandable, the process might be undermined if there is too high a degree of involvement which may override the authority’s views. The process in this respect is unclear; on the one hand byelaw generation is delegated to local authorities on the other they still have to be overseen by central government.

QUESTION 3

The ‘seven step’ process does not go far enough. It is essential that Parish Council’s (when not making the byelaw) should be involved in the process through formal notifications at all stages, point 2.26 only refers to notifying ‘local people’ and to press releases/public notices.

There is no provision for the review of the new byelaw after a suitable period of time; it is inconceivable that subsequent adjustments will not be necessary in certain instances. 

QUESTION 4 

No, 21 days is too short a period, 30 to 35 days should be the very minimum. 

It should be noted that the procedure is potentially being delegated down to voluntary and inexperienced parish council level.

QUESTION 5

Yes, this is essential; all new laws should be made known to the public who will have to abide by them.

QUESTION 6
Yes, however there needs to be clarification as to what are minor /major amendments.

Also the authority in question should be compelled to publish the reasons for the proposed byelaw especially if faced with serious objections.

QUESTION 7

What transport byelaws are being referred to in this question? The ‘Full List’ (Table 1) only contains references to transport matters in London/Leeds/Nottingham areas.

Why just Transport byelaws when all byelaws are being referred to?

Not convinced that fixed penalties are the only means of enforcement. However it is not surprising that this process has strong support from local authorities. Such penalties alienate the public and reinforce the view that it is just a revenue raising exercise unless other forms of enforcement are used e.g. Community Service.

Different levels of penalty for different byelaws by different authorities could lead to confusion and resentment, penalties should be standardised.

QUESTION 8

Yes, but it should be noted that a £75 default payment will represent a higher burden on some than others e.g. those on a lower income. This may also be reflected geographically. 
It can be argued that more flexibility is required; there is already a quoted range of £50 to £80, why not extend it to £50 to £100? This could be reviewed every 5 years or so.

QUESTION 9

No, a national law should be applicable everywhere. The LLA Act 2004 should be reviewed to ensure that it strictly complies with the current proposals.
For any further information regarding the comments made by Tilston Parish Council please contact the clerk at the below address.

Mrs. A. Wright

Clerk to the Council

62 Well Street

Malpas

Cheshire

SY14 8QH

01948 861 035

ann@offroading.net
8th October 2008
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