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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Annual Meeting (First)
held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

14th May 2010
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mr. J. Bird 

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. E. Pomfret
Miss. N. Prince 

Mr. N. Ritchie

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
None Parish Councillors 

Community Safety Warden – Carson Shanks

Public – 0
The Chairman offered congratulations to Councillor Neil Ritchie who has been appointed Lord Mayor of Chester and Chairman of Cheshire West & Chester Council. All present wished Cllr. Ritchie the all best for the forth coming year.
CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED 10/49 – that Mrs Honeyborne be elected Chairman for 2010/11.  

Mrs Honeyborne signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 80 of the minutes book)

VICE CHAIRMAN 

RESOLVED 10/50 - that Mr Pomfret be elected Vice Chairman for 2010/11. 

Mr Pomfret signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 81 of the minutes book)

APOLOGIES
Cllr. A. Rickett – Unwell
None Parish Councillors - CW&C Cllr. M. Jones, PCSO T. Shaw and PC R Boulton.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr. D. Passey declared a prejudicial interest in Item 28 – Replacement bench for  Wynter Close as a family member had supplied a quote for consideration.
OPEN FORUM 

Community Safety Warden Carson Shanks introduced himself and reported it had been relatively quiet in the area. He informed the parish council that the wardens had been present at Tilston Primary school taking action against illegal/dangerous parking at school collection times. 

In response to questioning CSW Shanks reported that although limited in numbers the wardens did fulfil a useful role as the eyes and ears reporting back to other agencies including the police and complemented their activities.

It was agreed that Agenda Item 15 would be considered at this point as it was relevant to the report CSW Shanks had given.

 LETTER OF COMPLAINT
The chairman read an anonymous letter of complaint sent to the head of Tilston Primary School and copied to the parish Council. The letter expressed disappointment that neither the school or parish council had taken action to stop dangerous parking at the school which was forcing children to walk in the road. As had been reported in the Open Forum the Community Safety Wardens have been attending the school at collection times to resolve this issue. It was also reported that the school itself was developing a long-term project to create a car park to resolve this matter. It was agreed the clerk should contact the school over this issue and highlight the road safety training that is available through the CSW’s for the pupils. It was also agreed the clerk should forward a copy of the letter to the police and CSWs. The council agreed that some form of response to the letter should be published highlighting efforts to resolve this matter and requesting parents take more care when dropping off or collecting their children, this should be done in co-ordination with the school itself. 
COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The clerk has received no official application therefore the matter will be considered at the July meeting.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The council noted the report as circulated. (page 82 of the minutes book).

MINUTES

RESOLVED 10/51 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19TH February 2010 and the Parish Meeting held 4th March 2010.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

The council agreed the following areas of responsibility for the year 2010-2011. 
· Tilston Parish Plan – J. Bird, P. Honeyborne, E. Pomfret, N. Ritchie

· Playing Field Committee – P. Honeyborne, N. Ritchie

· Community Safety – N. Prince

· Public Transport – E. Pomfret, A. Rickett

· Principle Authority Liaison – N. Ritchie

· Planning – N. Ritchie

· War Memorial Hall Committee – J. Bird
· Older Persons Issue – J. Bird

· Bridle paths, Foot paths, Conservation & Built Environment – D. Passey

· Consultations – E. Pomfret 

· Cheque Signatories – J. Bird, P. Honeyborne, D. Passey

AUDIT

The clerk explained the papers circulated pages 36 to 38 of the cash book. 

RESOLVED 10/52 – That the council agree the accounting statements for the parish council 2009-2010.
RESOLVED 10/53 - The council agreed the annual governance statement.
PAYMENTS

RESOLVED 10/54 - The council agreed clerk’s salary & reimbursements of £269.92 including the agreed annual expenses for the year 2009-2010 less bank charges incurred.

RESOLVED 10/55 - The council agreed payment for membership of Cheshire Community Action £20.

RESOLVED 10/56 - The council agreed payment of the insurance premium to Came & Company £435.16
RESOLVED 10/57 - The council agreed the payment of the street orderly for the forthcoming year by standing order (every 4 weeks) noting the reduction in hours as Chester and District Housing Trust has withdrawn funding for the clearing of the Rookery Road Garage Site (1/2 hour per week).

Cllr. J. Bird declared a prejudicial interest in the following item as a member of the War Memorial Hall Committee and left the room taking no further part in the debate.
It was agreed that parish council would seek further information from the War Memorial Hall committee about their funding needs before issuing a grant.
Cllr. P. Honeyborne declared a prejudicial interest in the following item as a Secretary of the Tilston Playing Field Association (TPFA) and left the room taking no further part in the debate.
Cllr. N. Ritchie declared a personal interest as he often attends the TPFA meetings but is not a member.

Cllr. N. Prince declared a personal interest as he often attends the TPFA meetings but is not a member.
RESOLVED 10/58 - The council agreed a donation of £1000 the playing field association, having had sight of the accounts.
MEETING DATES

The council agreed the following meeting dates although the date of the Parish meeting may be subject to change.

Thursday May 14th 2010 (AGM or First Meeting)

Thursday July 1st 2010

Thursday September 2nd 2010 

Thursday November 4th 2010 

Thursday January 6th 2011 

Thursday March 3rd 2011 Parish Meeting

Thursday May 12th 2011 (AGM or First Meeting)
ANNUAL REPORT
RESOLVED 10/59 - The council agreed the annual report as circulated (pages 82/83 of the minutes book)
HIGHWAYS LETTER

The council noted the letter received from CW&C Highways department regarding the state of the roads in the area.

HORTON ROAD SIGN

The clerk reported that the location of the road signs as considered by the parish council at the February meeting had been found to be different from the locations considered by residents as a result it had been agreed that the parish council would revisit this matter and consider both locations.
The council agreed that it supported the location as agreed at the February meeting on the map dated 25/06/09.
COMMENTS BOX

It was agreed that a permanent/fixed comments box would be installed at the shop so long as the proprietor was still in agreement.

NOTICE BOARD
It was agreed that the refurbished notice board should be located at the shop if the proprietor was in agreement.

GARDEN COMPETITION

Cllr. Passey reported the gardening competition was progressing well, and that sunflower seeds and pots had been dropped off at Tilston School for the tallest sunflower competition.

It was agreed a reminder about the competition should go into the Reporter including Cllr. Passey’s address allowing entrants to drop off application forms there.

WET LANE
It was reported that there was still a smell of sewerage in the area around the brook and it appeared that a drain which may have been responsible had been blocked up. The chairman read a response from the Environment Agency which stated they believed there had been no further contamination and that they intended to close the case. It was agreed that the clerk should contact the Environment Agency requesting further investigations take place into this matter.
POST OFFICE LETTER

The clerk reported she had received no response to the letter sent following the February meeting but would continue to pursue the matter.
CHURCH ROAD FOOTPATH.
The chairman read a brief outline of the process to establish a pavement on Church Road by the school now that it has been established this land belongs to the school. It was agreed that the clerk should write to the school requesting their permission to alter the footpath. If this can be obtained the next stage will be to secure funding for the project.
TILSTON PARISH COUNCIL WARD WALK

It was agreed that the ward walk will take place on Thursday 12th August at 2:00pm starting at the War Memorial Hall and the clerk will invite relevant agencies including the police, Community safety Wardens, CDHT.

TILSTON PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE

The chairman reported work had started on the field on the play builder scheme it was hoped this work will be completed within the next six weeks. Also confirmation has now been received that lottery funding will go ahead for the green gym, multi-sports goal end and new climbing frame. The council noted how pleasing it was to receive such a positive report.
TILSTON PARISH PLAN

Cllr. Pomfret reported the plan was now almost completed and would hopefully be ready for the Parish Council to consider at the July meeting, although it was felt due to the scale and nature of the plan it may need to be considered in sections. The chairman thanked Cllr. Pomfret for all his hard work on this project.
PLANNING

The council accepted the observations as listed on page 48 of the planning register.
DATA PROTECTION ACT

The clerk reported she had received information from Catherine Gaukroger (CW&C Legal Services) stating that parish councils did not have to register under the exemptions listed by the Information Commissioners Office (section 6.1 – Notification exemptions) if data was used for’ advertising, marketing and public relations in connection with parish council business.
RESOLVED 10/60 – It was agreed that the council should go into a private session for the next agenda item.

WYNTER CLOSE BENCH

RESOLVED 10/61 – that the council purchase a metal bench for Wynter Close from Hill View Forge and that this bench should be welded in place and include the wording of the plaque that was on the original bench.
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is on 
Thursday 1st July 2010 at the War Memorial Hall.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
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