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Minutes of Tilston Annual Parish Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

7th May 2009
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mr. J. Bird 

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. E Pomfret
Mr. A. Rickett

Mr. M. Scully

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
Public - 5

CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED 09/1 - that Mrs Honeyborne be elected Chairman for 2009/10.  

Mrs Honeyborne signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 43 of the minutes book)

 VICE CHAIRMAN 

RESOLVED 09/2 - that Mr Pomfret be elected Vice Chairman for 2008/9. 

Mr Pomfret signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 44 of the minutes book)

APOLOGIES
Cllr. N. Ritchie – Holiday

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Mr. E. Pomfret declared a personal interest in Item 6 – Rookery Road Garages as his property backs onto the Rookery Road Garage site.
STANDING ORDERS

The clerk reported the need to make ‘Open Forum’ a part of the formal parish council so as to take advantage of the changes to the code of conduct allowing councillors to declare a prejudicial interest and speak on the matter in the open forum. It was noted that the councillor must speak first on the matter then leave the room to allow members of the public to speak on the issue. This is achieved by replacing items 58 & 69 of the standing orders by the below. This amendment will be confirmed at the July meeting of the council
STANDING ORDER 69A

At all meetings of the council, the chairman may at his/her discretion, and at a convenient time in the transaction of business, allow any members of the public to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted. Such sessions form part of the council meeting in law and shall be duly minuted. The code of conduct which was adopted by the council on 6th September 2007 shall apply to members of the council in respect of the entire meeting. Where, however, members of the council exercise their rights pursuant to SO69B, below members of the public shall be allowed to attend the meeting to (a) make representations, (b) answer questions or (c) give evidence relating to business to be transacted.

STANDING ORDER 69B

At all meetings of the council, the chairman may permit members of the council (including co-opted members as defined by S.49 (7) LGA 2000) who have a prejudicial interest in relation to any items of business to be transacted at the meeting to (a) make representations, (b) answer questions or (c) give evidence relating to business to be transacted. Such sessions form part of the council meeting in law and shall be duly minuted. The code of conduct which was adopted by the council on 6th September 2007 shall apply to members of the council in respect of the entire meeting.
PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION ON THE FUTURE OF ROOKERY ROAD GARAGES
Dave Soothill of the Chester and District Housing Trust (CDHT) gave an outline on the proposals to find a suitable use for the vacant Rookery Road Garage site. CDHT have been looking at developing all vacant CDHT garage sites across the area. However the it is recognised that the current economic conditions makes development for housing extremely difficult and it is unlikely that a house or houses could be built on the Rookery Road site.
It was noted that any development of this site must address the anti-social behaviour which takes place on this site. It was felt that the police have taken no action to address these issues and it was agreed that the clerk should contact PC Boulton to ask for more support in this area and that CDHT would also contact the police to discuss this matter.
A proposal was briefly discussed to surface the site, giving consideration to drainage matters and possible run off into neighbouring properties which is currently an issue and creating parking spaces which could be rented to local residents. The site would also have to be fenced and gated to make it secure. It was noted that the Parish Council would manage and rent these spaces allowing both CDHT tenants and private home owners to rent spaces. The parish council would then pay CDHT a yearly rent for the site over possibly a 15 year period at the end of which the parish council would own the site.

It was also noted that some residents have had access to the rear of their properties through the site for many years and this would have to be maintained.

It was agreed that a detailed proposal would be drawn up by CDHT for the parish council’s next meeting in July 2009.

OPEN FORUM

Concerns were raised regarding the vandalism which had taken place on the Tilston Playing field which the police are investigating.
COUNCILLOR VACANCY

RESOLVED 09/3 – that Miss Nicola Prince be co-opted onto the Parish Council. Miss Prince signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 45 of the minutes book). The chairman and councillors welcomed Miss Prince to the council.

CHAIRMANS REPORT

The council noted the Chairman’s report page 46 of the minutes book.
MINUTES

RESOLVED 09/4 - That the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th March 2009.
AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
The council agreed the following responsibilities for the year 2009-2010
· Tilston Parish Plan – P Honeyborne, J Bird, E Pomfret, Mike Scully,


Neil Ritchie

· Tilston Playing Field Committee – P Honeyborne, N Prince, N Ritchie

· Community Safety -  Mike Scully

· Public Transport – E Pomfret, A Rickett

· Cheshire West & Chester Liaison – N Ritchie

· Planning – N Ritchie

· Conservation & Environment & Built Environment – D. Passey, 
A. Rickett

· Tilston Wakes – N Prince

· Tilston War Memorial Hall – J Bird

· Elderly Person’s Issues – J Bird

· Bridlepaths & Footpaths – M Scully

· Consultations – E Pomfret, M Scully

· Cheque Signatories – P Honeyborne, D. Passey, J. Bird

AUDIT
RESOLVED 09/5 - Council accepts the Annual Return for Audit & Statement of Governance. (Pages ??-?? of the Cash Book)

 ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED 09/6 - The Council accepted the accounts and the chairman signed as circulated the Cash Book page 30. 

PAYMENTS & DONATIONS
Cllrs. Honeyborne and Prince declared a personal interest in this item as members of the Playing Field Committee. Cllr. Bird declared a personal interest as a member of the War Memorial Hall Committee.
RESOLVED 09/7 – The council agreed the following payments and donations.
· Clerk’s Salary & Expenses £167.20
· Annual Subscription to Cheshire Community Action £20.00

· Tilston War Memorial Hall Room Hire £66.00

· Grant to Tilston War Memorial Hall £1000.00

· Grant to Tilston Playing Field Committee £1000.00

· Street Orderly payments for the year 2009-2010 (every four weeks by standing order)

· Insurance £444.72 (three year fixed rate) Came & Company from Aviva
ROAD FAULTS
It was reported that Stretton road by the second farm gate had become eroded by an overflowing grid, the damage is making the road particularly dangerous for cyclists. The clerk has reported the matter to the highways department who have inspected the site and are to flush the drain to see if the blockage can be removed.
The state of Church Road, around The Green was highlighted as being in very poor condition, much of the road where electric cables and pipelines have been installed has sunk. The clerk is to report this matter to the Highways department.
TELEPHONE BOX

It was reported that the phone box by the telephone exchange is not being used and has become an eyesore. It has also been subject to vandalism in the past and most likely will be again in the future. Concerns were also raised about BT employees leaving private vehicles on the road rather than on the exchange parking spaces causing a hazard. It was agreed the clerk should contact BT to ask that these vehicles be parked on the exchange frontage.
RESOLVED 09/8– The clerk contact BT to ask for the telephone box be removed.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

RESOLVED 09/9 – that the council adopt the model publication scheme.
ANNUAL REPORT

RESOLVED 09/10 – that the council distribute, to every household in Tilston, the Annual Report as circulated (page 47 of the minutes book)  including a question asking what parishioners would like to see the council do on their behalf and the Chairman’s report. 

TILSTON PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE
It was reported that the committee had been successful in obtaining a grant of £39,500 to be spent on play equipment as part of Play Builder funding.
The May Day Fun Day had been very successful despite the poor weather, with the football proving very popular. The Committees AGM is to be held on Tuesday 12th May 2009.
TILSTON PARISH PLAN
It was reported that a first draft of the plan had been produced and had been subjected to some editing and changes and identified 35 action points. It was hoped the plan will soon be in its final version which residents will get a copy of. It will also then be forwarded to the Parish Council for consideration and adoption.
PLANNING
RESOLVED 09/11 – The council accepted the observations as listed on page 36 of the planning register.
WEBSITE

It was agreed to consider this matter at the July meeting of the council when the clerk has looked into this matter in more detail.
MEETING DATES

The council agreed the following meeting dates.

Thursday July 2nd 2009 

Thursday September 3rd 2009 

Thursday November 5th 2009 

Thursday January 7th 2010 

Thursday March 4th 2010 (& Parish Meeting)

Thursday May 6th 2010 (AGM or First Meeting)

INSURANCE PROVISION

Under the new insurance provision councillors over the age of 80 can obtain cover if a letter is sent to Came & Company confirming the councillor is it good health, it was agreed the clerk write to Came & Company (Aviva) to confirm Cllr Bird is it good health and should therefore be provided with insurance while on Parish Council business.
Next Meeting of the Parish Council 2nd July 2009
The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
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