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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

2nd July 2009
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mr. J. Bird 

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. E Pomfret
Mr. A. Rickett

Mr. M. Scully

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
Public – 17 (for Open Forum)
APOLOGIES
Cllr. N. Ritchie – Holiday

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Mr. J. Bird declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6 – Housing Development behind the War Memorial Hall.

Mr. D. Passey declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6 – Housing Development behind the War Memorial Hall.

Mr. E. Pomfret declared a personal interest in Item 7 – Rookery Road Garages as his property backs onto the Rookery Road Garage site.
OPEN FORUM

Blocked grids were reported by The Old Bakery, Wet Lane, the clerk will report these.
Mr. Dave Roberts, Chair of the Playing Field Association reported that the playing field association had successfully got through the first stage for Lottery Funding and had also been successful in obtaining play builder funding and that everyone would have an opportunity to consult on improvements to the playing field. Concerns have been raised about safe access to the playing field due to the lack of a pavement and the speed of traffic on the Church Road. It was agreed this matter would go on the September agenda of the Parish Council for further discussion.
Residents of Holly Terrace voiced the problems they had been having to resolve their refuse collection but reported it had been resolved today. However residents complained strongly about the attitude of the call centre staff at Cheshire West and Chester Council. The council is to write a letter about this poor service.
A number of residents and members of the War Memorial Hall Committee raised the following points regarding the proposed development behind the War Memorial Hall.

Cllrs. Bird & Passey left the room having spoken in Open Forum.
· It was felt the agenda item ‘War Memorial Hall Housing Development’ was misleading. The Hall committee was not involved in the proposal.
· Access onto the Duckington Lane is on a highly dangerous corner – which has been illustrated by the refuse collection issues for Holly Terrace.

· It was made clear that no application has been received by the Parish Council and that an extraordinary meeting will be called to consider the application if and when it is received.

· The Hall committee will not make any decision on allowing access through the Hall’s property without consultation with the Village.
· The question was asked whether the Hall needed a car park having existed for 30 years without one.

· It was felt there was no need for affordable houses in Tilston Village or that this need should be identified.

· If a car park was provided for the Hall what guarantee would there be these spaces would not be used by new residents who would have limited parking spaces on site.

· Development of the Fox and Hounds site could have an impact of the viability of the Hobb Hill site.

· It was felt that this development would permanently and completely change the living environment for those in the vicinity.

MINUTES

RESOLVED 09/10 - That the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th May 2009.
PLANNING

The council accepted the observations as listed on page 37 of the planning register.

WAR MEMORIAL HALL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Cllrs. Bird & Passey left the room and took no part in the following discussion.
The council noted the comments made during the open forum and confirmed an extraordinary meeting of the council would be called as soon as any application is received.
OPEN FORUM – The council agreed to re-open Open Forum
PC Rob Boulton apologised for being late as he had been in pursuit of a stolen motorbike. He reported that investigations are continuing into the double theft which took place in Tilston recently. There had also been another cross border operation which had taken place and had involved 18 marked and unmarked police vehicles and had resulted in a number of arrests. This operation will be repeated again soon.

ROOKERY ROAD GARAGE SITE

The clerk had received information from Chester & District Housing Trust (CDHT) that residents who did not have access to the garage site other than to fill their oil tanks had been informed of this by letter and verbally.
CDHT had been given a quote of around £16,000 for retarmacing and marking parking spaces on the site. They would look at possibly leasing the site to the Parish Council for around 15 years at around £1000 per year purely to recover their costs.
It was agreed that more detail was needed about this proposal including the number of parking spaces that would be provided and also how much they could be leased for.

ACCOUNTS

The clerk highlighted the low balances of the council although all major grants had now been paid out.

RESOLVED 09/11 - The Council accepted the accounts and the chairman signed as circulated the Cash Book page 31. 

PAYMENTS & DONATIONS
RESOLVED 09/12 – The council agreed the following payments and donations.
· Clerk’s Salary £216.00
· Printing of Annual Report (Reprographics Dept, Bishop Heber)  £18.60

BOUNDARY COMMITTEE CONSULTATION
The council agreed to make no comment.

DOG WASTE BINS

The council agreed to request a dog bin for Church Road at the junction with Rookery Road. At present the council would not ask for one on Malpas Road due to the problem of siting the bin and also the main problems with dog fouling are on Church Road near the school.
NOTICE BOARD 
The council agreed that the Hall Committee should be contacted to seek permission for a larger notice board for the parish council. If permission is given the clerk is to seek three quotes for a new larger notice board.
ROAD FAULTS

The clerk reported she had reported the sunken road between The Green and the stocks and The Green and the Fox and Hounds plus the state of the road surface at the entrance to the Carden Arms car park.  The area engineer, Graham Anderton is to look into these problems.
The council agreed to the proposal by the highways department for the siting of the Horton/Tilston boundary sign.

FOOTPATHS

The kissing gate from the graveyard on the footpath is not opening properly and has been subject to complaints for a while. It was agreed that the clerk should arrange a site meeting with the public rights of way officer and Cllr. Passey to see if this matter can be resolved possibly by diverting the footpath around the grave yard.
TELEPHONE BOX

It was reported that BT had replied to the council’s request to remove the pay phone box on Malpas Road stating they would not be prepared to remove the pay phone as Chester City Council had raised an objection to its removal during a previous consultation. It was agreed that the clerk should continue to seek its removal.
ANNUAL REPORT
The first Tilston Parish Council Annual Report has been delivered to every house in Tilston, plus residents outside Tilston who are involved with activities and groups within the village. It has also been sent to the ward councillors and key officers at CW&C, spare copies have been left in the shop, the school, The Carden Arms and Malpas public library. The report has been well received by residents.  
TILSTON PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE
The chairman read a letter from the Playing Field Association thanking the parish council for its donation of £1000 for the day to day upkeep of the field. It had been hoped that a portion of this would have gone towards a bench for the top of the field however this money had to be used to repair vandalism that has taken place on the field.
The association is holding a ‘Big Lunch’ on the playing field on the 19th July when all are invited to take a picnic to the field. The playing field association are also taking part in an Evergreens coffee morning on the 21st July.
TILSTON PARISH PLAN
It was reported the plan is very near completion, one final push is required to complete the project.
WEBSITE

The clerk is to develop a new website which the playing field association and other Tilston based groups will be invited to take part in.
STANDING ORDERS
RESOLVED 09/13 – The council adopted the standing orders as amended at the May 2009 meeting; new copies were distributed to all councillors.
WARD WALK
It was agreed the council should hold its ward walk on 24th August at 2.00 starting at the War Memorial Hall and that representatives would be invited from the Police, CW&C Highways and environment departments, and CDHT
Next Meeting of the Parish Council 3rd September 2009
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
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