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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

5th January 2012
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 
Penny Honeyborne

	John Bird
	Ian Munro
	Dave Passey
	Eric Pomfret

	Nicola Prince
	Neil Ritchie
	
	


Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
Non Parish Councillors
Police – PC Tony Owens & PC Jon Lowe
Public - 5
APOLOGIES
Cheshire West & Chester Councillor Howard Greenwood.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr. Ritchie declared a prejudicial interest in Item 14. Planning application 11/05607/FUL, Conversion of redundant chapel as it neighbours his property.
CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR

No application to consider.
PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION 

Mike Solari, CW&C Streetscene Team leader introduced himself explaining that street scene are responsible for a number of areas primarily street cleansing. He confirmed it is almost 1 year since the new street cleansing standards were introduced and he asked for feedback on how this service was operating. The following points were raised:-
· Depending on the area/street in question inspections for detritus and litter take place weekly down to four times a year on rural roads.
· Streetscene teams are not responsible for grit this is managed by highways, although during severe weather the Streetscene teams are co-opted by highways to grit pavements.

· The question was raised whether residents are receiving a value for money service now that the street orderly funding has been removed.

· It was raised that the pavements do not get swept following verge cutting as was the case when the street orderly was employed. This results in slippery grass being left on the pavements. It was reported that later this year a new grass cutting contract will be in place which should improve the situation. The new contract will include the clause to remove litter while grass cutting which is currently not in place and that it should be easier to coordinate street cleansing and grass cutting.
· It was noted that the bus shelter area is not kept weed free as it was previously.
· It was highlighted that many of the minor lanes in Tilston are well used by pedestrians and should be kept clean including Hobb Hill.
· It was agreed that Mr. Solari would send the cleansing frequency of Tilston Roads to the clerk for circulation and monitoring.
· It was noted that the pavement from the centre of Tilston past Tilston Lodge to the Antique Shop was not as clean and tidy as it was, the verges were now encroaching onto the footpath and the footpath is best be described as mucky.

· Mr. Solari agreed he would report the large grit spillage by the grit bin which is damaging the neighbouring property’s hedge.

· It was agreed specific issues should be E-mailed through to Mr. Solari and that a walk of areas of concern would be organised in the spring.

The chairman thanked Mr. Solari for attending the meeting and answering questions.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman invited PC Tony Owens to give his report.

PC Owens reported that there had been a number of farm thefts in the area including thefts of tractors and equipment left in fields, much of this is stolen for its scrap value which is still high. It was noted that later this year a law is being introduced preventing scrap dealers paying cash for scrap instead they will have to make payments into a bank account.

There has also been a number of fuel thefts, these have been for large amounts of fuel and have been carried out by well equipped professionals and some oil delivery firms have reported their vehicles being followed.

 The incident at Carden Park where a young man’s body  was found was still under investigation.
Concerns were raised that the general public does not have access to or are kept informed of police information. PC Owens confirmed he does circulate information by E-mail and is happy to include additional addresses to his circulation list. The example was given of the Homewatch network which has been established in Tattenhall and is based on E-mail which is highly effective.
The question was raised what percentage of Tilston residents have access to e-mail and couldn’t information also be supplemented by notices on the notice boards and in the Tilston and Shocklach Reported. It was noted that although this might be possible it would not match the speed and instant nature of e-mail.
It was agreed an article would be written for the Reporter seeking to resurrect interest in Homewatch and also providing PC Owens E-mail address for people to contact him to be added to his circulation list.

PC Owens reported that there had been very effective speed enforcement action is Tilston during December which would continue. There was a driver engagement day planned where those stopped for driving offences would be offered the choice of watching a driver awareness film or receiving a fine. 

It was noted that the worst time for speed is between 7.00 and 9.00am and 3.00 to 5.00pm on weekdays.

PC Owens reported that more speed checks would be taking place at various times throughout the week.

It was also agreed that the results of these speed checks and the enforcement day would be forwarded to the Parish Council.

The clerk reported that funding had been agreed to move the Church Road 30mph limit to beyond the playing field however the police had objected to the moving of the 30mph on Malpas Road to beyond Rock Cottages where the 40mph starts. PC Owens expressed concerns about this decision as he supported the reduction in the speed limit. It was agreed that the clerk would contact CW&C highways department to highlight this fact.

It was requested that the halt sign been reinstated at the junction by the Carden Arms where a give way is installed. The clerk will raise this matter with highways again.

The Chairman thanked PCs Owens and Lowe for their attendance.

Mr, Stephenson, resident and school governor spoke against the proposed changes to the footpath in front of the school stating the following reasons:-
· The school was struggling to see how the changes would solve the problem as it only went part of the way to the playing field.
· Few people walk to the field and those that do could use the bottom (Long Lane) entrance, most drive.

· Children would still need to be accompanied to the playing field.

· Loss of the hedge would reduce children’s privacy on the playing field.

· It was unlikely the scheme would ever be completed.

· It would reduce the impact of the pinch point which currently slows vehicles down when entering the village and passing the school.

Cllr. Ritchie declared a personal interest as a school governor.

The chairman noted that at a previous site meeting to discuss this matter the school had been supportive and that concerns had been raised about people hiding behind the existing hedge where they could not be easily seen. 
It was also noted that the pinch point would remain unchanged and that the schools agreement was required as the path would mean changes to school owned land including the removal of the existing hedge and that a further meeting was required with highways and the school.

Mr. Hewitt, resident of Tilston, requested information on progress being made on obtaining high speed broadband in Tilston. The clerk will look into this matter and report back.

It was noted that residents had spoken to the owner of the Fox and Hounds complaining about vehicles parking on the car park, particularly commercial vehicles and those for sale. He had requested phone numbers of these vehicles so that he could speak to their owners and ask for them to be removed.
The clerk read an e-mail received from a resident of Inveresk Road who had was unable to attend the meeting stating he had purchased the plot of land where an oil tank is located and that he plans to erect a summer house on it.
MINUTES

RESOLVED 11/140 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd November 2011.
CHURCH ROAD FOOTPATH
Concerns were raised that altering the path outside the school would not improve access to the playing field as it  would be unlikely the rest of the path would ever be done. It was also argued that to do nothing would achieve nothing and that a three phased approach could be pursued. It was noted that there was very strong support for a path to the playing field in the Parish Plan. It was emphasised that the improvements to the playing field should be reflected in the village layout and that the Long Lane entrance to the field was a much longer way for the majority of residents to walk and brought them in at the wrong end of the field away from play equipment. To introduce the first section of the footpath will significantly improve safety as there is currently no refuge for pedestrians in this area, it will also create a safer crossing point. Currently there is a reliance on drivers to slow down when they see pedestrians on the road. It was noted that the introduction of the first phase of the path would make a stronger case for the later phases.
RESOLVED 11/141 – that the council continues to pursue the introduction of the new footpath in consultation with the school and that a meeting be organised between councillors, school representatives and highways as soon as possible.

PARKING 

The clerk reported on the three questions raised at the last meeting relating to the introduction of parking restrictions at the Duckington Land and Inveresk Road Junctions.
1) Highways have confirmed they would proceed to advertise and introduce the parking restrictions if there were no significant objections. The process takes between 6 and 12 months to implement following the parish council’s own consultation.

2) There is no set guidance on the length of the yellow lines  but they are based on the highway code which states no vehicle should park within 10 meters of a junction, therefore the lengths on the plan are the minimum that would make an improvement to the junctions sight lines.
3) That CW&C do not install the thinner yellow lines as they are a maintenance liability and are less respected by drivers.

RESOLVED 11/142 – that the parish council go ahead and consult residents on the introduction of the double yellow lines. 

It was agreed to consult the following areas, Inveresk Road and Greenway, Malpas Road from The Paddock to the Carden Arms in addition at Helms Coaches who run the A41 bus service.
SPEEDING ISSUES

The discussion which had taken place during public participation was noted.
The clerk reported to the council that she had received one e-mail in support of introducing interactive speed signs and it was noted that having a visible police presence in Tilston carrying out speed checks had had a huge impact. The clerk also reported on the findings of four sites in the Chester area where the signs had been introduced which included Kingsway, Barrow, Caldy Valley Road and Churton in two of these areas speeds had been reduced.
Concerns were voiced that the signs maybe regarded as a waste of money and would result in urbanisation of the village.  

RESOLVED 11/143 – that the council would continue to monitor the situation over the next 12 months particularly with the possible changes to the 30mph zones and the increased police presence.
DIAMOND JUBILEE

The minutes of the last Jubilee Group meeting noted (page 146 of the minutes book). It was hoped that there would be a number of events through out the year which would be jubilee themed possibly including the Parish Council’s gardening competition. 
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 

The clerk noted she is the chairman of the CW&C Community Governance Review Committee.

It was agreed a working group of councillors would meet to respond to this questionnaire and that clear maps of the parish should be requested from CW&C.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (Inc. Housing Needs Survey)
It was agreed an informal meeting of the councillors should be arranged to discuss this matter in detail on Thursday 2nd February.

INFORMATION HUB

The clerk reported that CW&C were still supportive of jointly introducing an information point in the War Memorial Hall with the Parish Council which would act as a pilot for other areas. They would provide a computer for public access and possibly a printer. Discussions were still taking place on how information would be access by the computer for example through broadband and the use of a cloud. CW&C were willing to fund the room hire for a year and were also considering if simple video conferencing could be introduced.
The clerk will continue to pursue this matter.

PLANNING
Cllr. Ritchie left the room and took no part in the following discussion relating to planning application 11/05607/FUL, Conversion of Redundant Chapel, having declared a prejudicial interest.

RESOLVED 11/144 – that the council strongly supports this application.
The council noted the pages 64 of the planning register.

ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED 11/145 - The council accepted the accounts as recorded on page 52 of the cash book.

The clerk reported she had received a letter from HMRC removing the penalties against the council as reported at the Council’s last meeting.

PAYMENTS
RESOLVED 11/146– To pay the clerk’s salary for the period week commencing 7th November to 2nd January 2012, inclusive and reimbursements £259.53.
RESOLVED 11/147 – To pay Tilston War Memorial Hall £102.00 for room hire. 
PRECEPT
RESOLVED 12/148 - that the Parish Council earmark the following funds for the financial year 2012-2013:-

	Grants & Donations
	£2200

	Information Hub 
	£  300

	Training
	£  190

	Fixed/Running Costs
	£2810


RESOLVED 12/149 - that the council raise a precept for the financial year of 2012-2013 of £5500.00.
ELIMINATION OF DOUBLE TAXATION
It was agreed a response should be sent to the CW&C letter relating to the introduction of special expenses highlighting that a reduction should be given to residents of Tilston who contribute to the funding of Tilston playing field although the field is run by the Tilston Playing Field Association not the Parish Council.
WORK PROGRAMME

The contents of the work programme were noted.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is on 
Thursday 1st March 2012 from 7.00pm.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
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