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Minutes of Tilston Parish Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

7th January 2010
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. E. Pomfret
Miss. N. Prince 
Mr. N. Ritchie

Mr. M. Scully (left meeting during open forum)
Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
None Parish Councillors 

PC R. Boulton

Public – 9
APOLOGIES
Cllr. J. Bird – Due to weather conditions.
Cheshire West & Chester Ward Councillor – Mike Jones.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Mr. E. Pomfret declared a personal interest in Item 10 – Rookery Road Garages as his property backs onto the Rookery Road Garage site.

OPEN FORUM & PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
PC Boulton reported it had been extremely quiet during December with no incidents reported although there had been a number of traffic related incidents due to weather conditions on the A41 and surrounding roads.
Members of the public raised concerns about the speed traffic travels along Malpas Road, particularly highlighting the lack of a ‘STOP’ sign at the junction by the Carden Arms. Speeding was also raised on Church Road.

PC Boulton responded that he would monitor the speeding and carryout speed checks in the area and report back to the March meeting on this matter.
Members of the public highlighted the growing amount of dog fouling on Church Road.
The parish council was requested to complain the Cheshire West & Chester Highways department about the lack of gritting taking place on Duckington Lane which is a main route into Tilston and is used by the A41 bus service.
Concerns were raised regarding the lack of waste collection services that have taken place before and after the Christmas period. It was explained that the disruption to the collections before Christmas were as a result of industrial action. The present disruption is as a result of the bad weather. Collections will resume on their normal days as soon as possible.
Mr. Booth a resident of Tilston highlighted his concerns about the positioning of the Horton sign which indicates his property is in Horton not Tilston, this is resulting in deliveries etc failing to find his property.
Concerns were raised about the condition of the road between the Cock of Barton and Tilston through Stretton. Vehicles and cyclists avoiding oncoming traffic are forced into large pot holes. It was highlighted that this road is also a signed cycle route and is in places becoming unsafe for cyclists.
A resident stressed that the parish council should be taking seriously the threat posed by developers purchasing plots a land in and around the village. It was hoped that the parish council would take seriously the need to protect what is a wonderful village. It was emphasised that the Parish Council is aware of these threats and takes an active part in the planning process. Also the Parish Plan group is working hard to establish guidelines for how Tilston should develop in the future.
The following comments were made regarding the amendments to the Fox and Hounds Planning Application:-
· Concerns were raised regarding the amount of decking at the back of the new units, in a conservation area.

· It was felt that people would park cars across driveways and that residents were likely to remove the chain fence at the front to make additional parking –a single white line on the highway was suggested.

· It was argued that the developers had in fact offered little in the way of compromise since the October 2009 meeting as the density of the application remained unchanged at 11 properties.

· It was stressed that if this development was to go ahead the village should receive some form of ‘compensation’ e.g. money for the playing field etc.

MINUTES

RESOLVED 10/34 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th November 2009.
PLANNING

RESOLVED 10/35 - The council accepted the observations as listed on page 43 of the planning register.
RESOLVED 10/36 – That the parish council make the following observation on planning application 09/11798/09 - Mardy Cottage, Single Storey Side & First Floor Rear Extension:-

Tilston Parish Council supports this application so long as the appropriateness of the size of the extension is judged cumulatively with the enlarged house over the original cottage.  
RESOLVED 10/37 – That the parish council make the following observations on amendments to planning application 09/11580/FUL – Former Fox & Hounds, Conversion & extension to former public house to provide 3 No. dwellings. Demolition of all outbuildings to allow erection of 8 No. new dwellings:-
Tilston Parish Council recognises the improvements made to the frontage of the development and requests that a condition be applied to prevent this frontage from being changed in the future, including the erection of fences, creation of additional parking spaces or removal of cobble stones. The parish council feels strongly that the frontage including the cobbled area reflects the open character of the Green and must be retained.

The Parish Council requests that the bus stop sign and grit bin be accommodated with the bus shelter as they do not appear to have been taken into account on the plans.

The Parish Council asks that every care be taken in preventing units 8 to 11 overlooking Bank Farm and that landscaping be used not only to provide screening between the development and the neighbouring properties but also to remove the visual impact of garden sheds etc at the rear of the development from Carden Road.

The Parish Council notes that Bank Farm is a working dairy farm and this should be noted by the developers and that any complaints on the grounds of noise and smell nuisance created on a normal working farm would be unacceptable.

The location of oil storage tanks on the development should not be detrimental to the appearance of the development or surrounding area and ask that their location be agreed with planning officers taking this into account.

Should affordable housing provision be deemed necessary in Tilston they should be included in this development.

There should be no extension of gardens to units 6 to 8 towards the brook at any time.

The parish council requests that suitable protection is provided for the Pine Tree and its roots, situated between the existing Fox & Hounds building and Unit 11. The parish council understands that this tree is subject to a Tree Preservation Order.
ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED 10/38 - The Council accepted the accounts as circulated the Cash Book page 35, noting that the grant had been received from Cheshire West & Chester Council for the Street Orderly.
PAYROLL ADMINISTRATOR

RESOLVED 10/39 – That R. Jacks be appointed payroll administrator for the council at a cost of £60 for the 2009-2010 financial year and £60 for the 2010-2011 financial year.

EARMARKING & PRECEPT

RESOLVED 10/40 – The parish council earmarked the following funds for the year 2010-2011 and set a precept of £5000.

· Tilston Playing Field Committee £1000
· Tilston War Memorial Hall Committee £1000

· Royal British Legion (Poppy Wreath) £50

· Tilston Christmas Parcels Campaign £200

· Training & Grants £250

· Maintenance & Public Bench £1000

BOUNDARY REVIEW

It was reported that the draft report of the Boundary Committee recommended that the current three member Broxton Ward be divided up into 3 single member wards with Tilston becoming Part of the Farndon & Alford Ward.
RESOLVED 10/41 – That Tilston parish Council object to this recommendation highlighting the following reasons:-

· That representation by three councillors allows a much stronger voice in council particularly in comparison with large urban areas.

· It also allows areas to be represented by councillors with a range of experience and expertise.

· It was felt that Tilston shared no communality with the villages in the proposed ward for example most residents would travel to Malpas rather than Farndon to obtain local services e.g. shops and doctors.

· It was felt that as a small village it is particularly detrimental to be part of such a large ward represented by only one councillor and it was noted that before the Local government reorganisation Tilston had been represented by two councillors, one on Chester City Council and one on Cheshire County Council.
TILSTON PARISH PLAN

Cllr. Pomfret reported he had submitted a draft of the parish plan to Bron Kerrigan of Cheshire Community Action who had highlighted areas for change and had recommended meeting with the plan group and possibly some parish councillors. It was agreed that the parish council would pay for a room to be booked at the Hall for this meeting to take place, if possible before the February extraordinary parish council meeting
It was agreed by the parish council due to the severe weather conditions and the time that an extraordinary meeting would be called on February 18th 2010 to discuss agenda items which were not urgent.
Next Meeting (Extraordinary) of the Parish Council 18th February 2010
The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
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