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Minutes of Tilston Parish Extraordinary Council Meeting 

held at Tilston War Memorial Hall, 

19th February 2010
PRESENT
Councillors

Chairman – 

Mrs. P. Honeyborne

Mr. J. Bird 

Mr. D. Passey
Mr. E. Pomfret
Miss. N. Prince 

Mr. A. Rickett
Mr. N. Ritchie

Clerk – Mrs. Ann Wright
None Parish Councillors 

Public – 0
APOLOGIES
None received
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr. E. Pomfret declared a personal interest in Item 8 – Rookery Road Garages as his property backs onto the Rookery Road Garage site.

Cllr.s P. Honeyborne and N. Prince declared a personal interest in Item 19 – Tilston Playing field as members of the Tilston Playing Field Committee.
MINUTES

RESOLVED 10/42 - that the Chairman signs, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th January 2010.
OPEN FORUM & PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Cllr. Passey commented on an article in the Chester Chronicle reporting that Cheshire West and Chester Council (CW&C) were repairing pot holes on Cheshire roads. He commented on the poor workmanship in repairing holes, having watched two workmen shovel tarmac into a pothole by the Carden Arms and then pat it level. The failure to fill potholes and maintain the roads adequately is resulting in roads falling apart following severe weather. 
The council agreed a strongly worded letter should be to the Cheshire West & Chester Highways department stating the clear failure to maintain the roads in the Tilston area and demanding this problem be rectified. 
COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The clerk reported that following the January meeting Mr. Scully resigned from the Parish Council. She had informed CW&C of the resignation and had displayed the statutory notice advertising for candidates to call an election for the required period. CW&C had confirmed no election had been called therefore the council is now free to advertise to co-opt a councillor. A notice has been displayed to this end, applicants will be considered at the 7th May meeting.
RESOLVED 10/43 – that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Scully for all his hard work during his time as a parish councillor.
PLANNING

RESOLVED 10/44 - The council accepted the observations as listed on page 43 of the planning register.
The clerk reported that the approval of the Fox and Hounds application was reliant on approval of an affordable element being included in the application, possibly money towards provision of affordable housing.
Cllr. Ritchie joined the meeting and gave apologies for being late.
PAYMENTS
RESOLVED 10/45 - The Council agreed the following payments:-
· Tilston War Memorial Hall Room Hire - £66
· Clerks Salary (to year end March 31st 2010) and reimbursements for stationary and printing - £351.44 

RESOLVED 10/46 – The council agreed payment of room hire costs to year end, March 

2010.
ROOKERY ROAD GARAGES

The chairman read an e-mail from Dave Soothill, Assistant Director Asset Management and Development at Chester & District Housing trust. The e-mail was in response to the letter from the council stating no clear support for creating parking spaces on the garage site. The e-mail stated that CDHT had no plans for the site at present but would keep the Parish council informed should this change and that the council should get in touch if any alternative ideas are formed.
Concerns were raised regarding a request for access through the garage site by a resident backing onto the site. It was agreed the clerk should contact Mr. Soothill over the matter to seek a resolution.
HORTON BOUNDARY SIGN

The council agreed that the clerk should inform the highways engineer that it still supported the suggested revised sign position (as stated in 25th June 2009 letter) and was not willing to consider any alternatives at this time.

DOG MESS

The clerk reported that CW&C were working on providing bins which would be suitable for general rubbish and dog fouling. Once the style of these bins had been agreed one would be installed in place of the existing bin at the Church Road and Rookery Road Junction. 

It was agreed the clerk should obtain a supply of dog fouling bags which should be placed in strategic places around the village.

It was also agreed that an article about the need to pick up dog waste should be included in the council’s annual report.

CHURCH FOOTPATH

It was reported that the kissing gate at the church has now been repaired allowing access along the public footpath.

LETTER TO SCHOOL

The chairman read a letter from Tilston Primary School responding to the council’s letter about dangerous parking, speeding and use of children’s’ car seats. The letter reported the school was currently undertaking a survey with CW&C to form a sustainable travel plan. Work was also being carried out with the support of PCSO Tracey Shaw to tackle the concerns raised by the Parish Council. It was also reported that parents had received letters before the half term holiday asking they show more consideration when parking at the school.
It was agreed this was a very positive response to the council’s concern and that the clerk should e-mail the head teacher and thank her for the response and ask to be kept updated.

CHURCH ROAD & FOOTPATH

It was agreed the clerk should contact the landowners of the public footpath at the front of school and adjacent field to request that they consider allowing the installation of a pavement to allow safer access to the playing field.
VILLAGE PRIDE COMPETITION

RESOLVED 10/47 – that the parish council should enter Tilston in the Community Spirit Competition.

RESOLVED 10/48 – that the parish council should establish its own gardening competition to encourage greater pride in how Tilston looks. Categories will include:-

· Best Vegetable Garden
· Best Large Garden
· Best Small Garden
· Best front Garden
· Best Hanging Basket or Planter
· Tallest Sunflower (Juniors 16 + under) 
Councillors will approach various individuals to act as judges and the clerk will create an entry form for a launch at the Parish Meeting. It was also hoped that certificates can be awarded as part of the Wakes.
WYNTER CLOSE BENCH

The clerk reported that the bench at Wynter Close, has fallen apart and removal will be organised. The clerk is to look at refurbishing a bench offered by Cllr. Passey and will report back to the council.
WET LANE

The clerk reported that she had been in contact with the environment agency regarding sewerage running into the brook. An initial inspection has been carried out by the environment agency who found evidence of a slight smell and debris. This was to be followed up by a second inspection to identify where the sewerage is coming from. This inspection was due to be carried out the week commencing the 1st February; however the clerk has been unable to obtain a further update.
Since the last meeting Cllr. Bird had reported part of the bank opposite the antique shop had collapsed. The CW&C highways engineer reported that it appeared to be just loose soil falling but had asked that the loose material be removed from the base of the bank by the highways department to monitor how much debris was actually coming away. It was agreed that the parish council should monitor both matters.

POST OFFICE

The chairman read a letter from the post office in response to the council’s complaints about the late opening of the outreach post office in Tilston. It was agreed the clerk should write asking for a further update on actions taken to resolve this matter.
TELEPHONE BOX
The clerk reported she had received two responses from BT regarding the council’s decision not to adopt the public phone box due to concerns about on going maintenance and vandalism costs. It was agreed if the parish council was to adopt the box in the future it would need to be placed somewhere safe from vandalism.
TILSTON PLAYING FIELD 

The chairman reported that the play builder project (first planning application) was now going ahead although it had been delayed slightly by Sport England who inspected the field. A concern was raised regarding the safety of people playing on the new play area due to the close proximity of the football pitch. It was confirmed that these risks had been taken into account and there was a bank proposed between the two areas and that the play builder team had also looked into this matter in some detail and were happy with the field’s layout in terms of safety and design.

TILSTON PARISH PLAN

Cllr. Pomfret reported he had spent sometime altering the plan in line with suggestions made by Bron Kerrigan, Cheshire Community action, who would be meeting with members of the parish plan steering group on the 25th February. He reported he only needed to complete two more sections and add some images and hopefully the plan would be complete.
VILLAGE DIRECTORY & INFORMATION POINT

The clerk reported she had received the details of more businesses and organisations to include on the parish council website directory of local business and services; these included the Wakes Committee and primary school. The clerk asked councillors to encourage more people to include their business and groups details.

The clerk also expressed an idea to develop an information point in Tilston, possibly in the War Memorial Hall, initially she would like to establish a paper based point where residents could access the council’s minutes, planning register and correspondence, and it may also be possible to include a computer where registered individuals could access the internet. The council supported this concept and agreed the clerk should contact the War Memorial Hall committee to see if they would allow the parish council to establish such an area possibly in a large lockable cupboard.
 CONSULTATIONS
It was reported that there had been a large amount of ‘heavy’ consultations over the Christmas period which had put considerable pressure on the councillors who had been nominated to comment on consultations. It was agreed this matter should be addressed at the May Annual meeting when councillor’s duties were decided. Cllr Rickett offered to help look at consultations received in the meantime.
DATA PROTECTION ACT

The council agreed to defer this item until the clerk had received more information.
PARISH MEETING 4TH MARCH 2010
The following speakers had been organised for the Parish Meeting, Rev’d Stephenson from Tilston Church, Tilston Playing Field Committee, Tilston Wakes Committee, and the Police and Community Safety Wardens. The meeting will start with refreshments at 7pm with presentations starting at 7:30pm. A large poster was on display on the council’s notice board and smaller posters were to be distributed to the Village Stores, Carden Arms, the Church and the Primary School.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

Next Meeting will be the PARISH MEETINGS on Thursday 4th March 2010 

at the War Memorial Hall.

The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is the ANNUAL or FIRST MEETING on Thursday 6th May 2010 at the War Memorial Hall.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
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