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Tilston Parish Council would like to make the following observations

General Comments
The aim of the government discussion paper is to reduce the “unnecessarily bureaucratic” involvement of central government in certain areas and gain greater community involvement. This is a laudable objective, which should be supported, the exercise certainly appears to remove the bureaucracy from the government and direct it towards local authorities/parish councils.
However the procedure still encourages substantial consultation with government departments and some acts will not be delegated at all, which makes it all rather confusing.
A by-product of the procedure is to allow the local authorities to generate extra revenue from the public which will raise resentment.

Although it is accepted that the majority of the activities necessitating byelaws are covered by the Acts listed some 38% of those identified relate to specific towns/cities and can hardly be regarded as ‘National’. 

It is understood from the consultation that Parish Councils may create byelaws; however does point 2.15 mean that as a rural area, Tilston Parish Council for example would have to have any byelaws confirmed by D.E.F.R.A.?
Also the literature seems obsessed by nuisance behaviour.

QUESTION 1 

It is hard to answer this question without knowing all the byelaws which have been reviewed. The council agrees with the list given as a starting point/minimum.

QUESTION 2 

Yes, it is understood that certain byelaws may have wider implications. However, whilst involvement by government consultees is understandable, the process might be undermined if there is too high a degree of involvement which may override the authority’s views. The process in this respect is unclear; on the one hand byelaw generation is delegated to local authorities on the other they still have to be overseen by central government.
QUESTION 3
The ‘seven step’ process does not go far enough. It is essential that Parish Council’s (when not making the byelaw) should be involved in the process through formal notifications at all stages, point 2.26 only refers to notifying ‘local people’ and to press releases/public notices.

There is no provision for the review of the new byelaw after a suitable period of time; it is inconceivable that subsequent adjustments will not be necessary in certain instances. 

QUESTION 4 

No, 21 days is too short a period, 30 to 35 days should be the very minimum. 
It should be noted that the procedure is potentially being delegated down to voluntary and inexperienced parish council level.

QUESTION 5

Yes, this is essential; all new laws should be made known to the public who will have to abide by them.
QUESTION 6
Yes, however there needs to be clarification as to what are minor /major amendments.

Also the authority in question should be compelled to publish the reasons for the proposed byelaw especially if faced with serious objections.

QUESTION 7

What transport byelaws are being referred to in this question? The ‘Full List’ (Table 1) only contains references to transport matters in London/Leeds/Nottingham areas.
Why just Transport byelaws when all byelaws are being referred to?

Not convinced that fixed penalties are the only means of enforcement. However it is not surprising that this process has strong support from local authorities. Such penalties alienate the public and reinforce the view that it is just a revenue raising exercise unless other forms of enforcement are used e.g. Community Service.

Different levels of penalty for different byelaws by different authorities could lead to confusion and resentment, penalties should be standardised.
QUESTION 8

Yes, but it should be noted that a £75 default payment will represent a higher burden on some than others e.g. those on a lower income. This may also be reflected geographically. 
It can be argued that more flexibility is required; there is already a quoted range of £50 to £80, why not extend it to £50 to £100? This could be reviewed every 5 years or so.

QUESTION 9
No, a national law should be applicable everywhere. The LLA Act 2004 should be reviewed to ensure that it strictly complies with the current proposals.
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