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1.Introduction

Welcome to your Parish Plan, which represents 

the views and comments of 70% of the 

households in the Parish of Tilston. Although the 

information has been analysed and compiled by 

the Steering Group; it is your Plan, the result of 

your input about the current and future needs of 

the community. The findings reflect the views 

and concerns of you all and we  hope you will 

find it both useful and informative.

The Steering Group were honoured to undertake 

this task and to share your view that we are all 

privileged to live in such a beautiful area of the 

county of Cheshire.

The Parish Plan identifies the issues that the majority of you believe need to be addressed 

in order to sustain our treasured rural environment and village. However, this is only the 

first stepðwe now have to implement its findings. The Plan suggests how and when this 

will be done and identifies those organisations and bodies, who are likely to assist. Indeed, 

several issues have either already been addressed or are in the process of being done, 

but we hope the remaining tasks will be completed and meet the aspirations and desires 

of us all.

Thank you for your co-operation and participation in the exercise and on your behalf, I 

would like to thank the Steering Group for their time and considerable efforts. If any of you 

have any questions or concerns or would like to help in any way, we would be pleased to 

hear from you.

Ian Munro

Chairman of Steering Group.

1.1 What Residents like about living in the Parish

üAttractive village

üRural setting

üLocal views and the óGreenô

üSense of community

üQuality of School

üSocial activities

üLocal Public House.
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2. 1 What is a Parish Plan ?

It is the governmentôs wish  to encourage and extend the participation of residents in shaping 

the future of their neighbourhoods and to enlist the services of other organisations in bringing  

any  identified issues to fruition.

The Parish Plan, in essence is an action plan, defining those issues residents perceive as 

being desirable for the general improvement of the community. It should establish the 

opinions and aspirations of the whole community and cover all the relevant social, 

environmental and economic items. It is an opportunity for all residents to air their views, 

develop their ideas and choose how improvements can be made. It is not designed to change 

the character of the village beyond the wishes of the community as a whole.

The Plan therefore sets out a shared view of the community and contains a detailed map of 

how this vision can be achieved. It shows how the community can meet local needs, help 

prioritise resources over the next 5-10 years and also provides important information to help 

influence service providers such as the local authority and provide supporting evidence when 

applying for funds or permission.

2.2 Parish Plans should :

×Cover the widest aspects of community life including social, environmental and

economic concerns.

×Involve the whole community, including the young and elderly.

×Be based on factual information gleaned from the residents  from surveys, research

and existing data/reports.

×Utilise the skills and experience in the community.

×Involve the local authority.

×Contain an action plan designed to address the identified issues.

Although the Parish Plan has no legal standing the local authority may wish to endorse 

elements of it, including planning and design issues, housing need and environmental 

factors. The document therefore has a certain weight and can influence  decisions relating 

to the well-being of our rural community. Finally, the Parish Plan is a statement of how the 

community views itself and how it wishes to develop in the future.
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2.3 Why Produce a Parish Plan ?

3.1 In 1986 Tilston village established an óAppraisal Committeeô whose aim was 

to discover the needs and wishes of  the residents. A number of issues were 

raised and subsequently followed through and the exercise clearly showed the 

benefit of having a defined programme of development to enhance the life of 

the community. Now, 20 years on the government has expressed its recognition 

and understanding of the vital role played by villages and small communities 

throughout rural Britain through the concept of the Parish Plan. In 2005 Tilston

Parish Council had already recognised that in order to fulfil its obligations, it 

needed to identify, and establish transparency of, its future programmes and 

the concept of the Parish Plan suited this role admirably. However, it was clear 

that other, wider benefits to the community as identified by the Countryside 

Agency, would also arise by using this approach for example:
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2.4 Who Produced the Parish Plan ?

The Parish Plan Steering Group
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3.2 Numerous benefits have arisen from the many Parish Plans that have already 

been established, but is has already become very clear that if a community 

wishes to fully participate in the planning process and influence policy it needs 

first to have clear sight of its own demographic make-up and the strengths and 

weaknesses of current services and amenities and especially the opinions and 

wishes of its residents.

A well researched and informative Parish Plan will provide all the necessary 

information required to provide supporting evidence in the pursuit of any issue. In 

fact, the information and data gathered as part of this exercise has already been 

extensively used by the residents of Tilston to purchase the playing field and 

support the funding of childrenôs equipment. It has also been used to put forward 

comments and ideas during the planning of the óFox and Houndsó development 

scheme.

Please note that the actions shown reflect the views and wishes of the residents 

obtained some years ago and some actions may have been overtaken by events 

or are no longer relevant.

Ian Munro-Chairman                                Terry Hewitt-Treasurer

Val Roberts-Secretary                              Penny Honeyborne-TPC

Neil  Ritchie-TPC                                      Eric Pomfret-TPC

David Black                                               John Bird

Mike Scully                                                David Armitage

John Tweed                                               Juliet Edwin-Scott

Alison Smithson                                        Tony Clare 



2.5 How was the Tilston Parish Plan Produced ?

2.5.1 Early in 2005, a óPower Pointô presentation was given to Tilston Parish Council on the merits, 

aims and objectives of producing a Parish Plan, which was enthusiastically supported. Because one 

of the fundamental principles of the Parish Plan was that it should be driven ófrom the bottom upô and 

therefore community inspired, a presentation was also given to the residents as part of the Parish 

Council Annual General Meeting, held in the War Memorial Hall in  March 2005. The names of those 

residents interested in participating were noted and the Parish Council subsequently chose twelve 

residents to form the  Parish Plan Steering Committee at an initial meeting in May 2005. In addition, 

three representatives from the Parish Council were also co-opted onto the committee.

2.5.2 Tilston is a relatively small community and at the outset it was recognised that every effort 

should be made to maximise the number of residents contributing. From the comments and opinions 

offered at the above meeting it was decided to consult every resident and household within the 

parish (some 250 households and 630 residents) by means of an extensive and searching 

questionnaire. The committee chose seven Focus Team Leaders, who would be responsible for 

collating the data from the chosen areas of investigation: the environment, community safety, 

business and employment, facilities and amenities, leisure activities, transport and traffic and 

housing and accommodation.

2.5.3 During 2005 much preliminary effort was devoted to choosing the right type of questions which 

would subsequently result in obtaining quality information and opinions on such crucial issues. 

Because of the importance of community safety to the village at that time, the Focus Team for this 

topic conducted a preliminary survey to ascertain the correct questions. By the spring of  2006 a ten-

page questionnaire containing some fifty multiple choice  questions had been prepared and 

delivered. It was important to maximise the response to this survey and to encourage feedback it 

was accompanied by a £250 prize draw and a very impressive 70% return was achieved. This gave 

a very strong and credible foundation to the generation of the Parish Plan. A further questionnaire 

was raise to elicit the views of the various organisations currently active in the village.

2.5.4 During 2006/7 the data from the returned questionnaires had been collated and analysed using 

Microsoft óExcelô spreadsheet. The statistical treatment was forwarded to Chester City Council for 

additional analysis and comment. The community was kept informed of progress by óPoster 

Presentationô displays at the Tilston Wakes festivities and the parish council public forums.

2.5.5 The Parish Plan was presented to the community in April 2011 and subsequently endorsed by 

the Parish Council on 7th July 2011.
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2.6. Tilston Parish Plan Timetable

PRESENTATIONS & 

INITIATION

INFORMATION GATHERING 

& ANALYSIS

KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED

ACTION PLANS TO 

ADDRESS KEY ISSUES

ACTION PLAN 

ACCEPTANCE

LAUNCH OF PARISH PLAN

Presentation to Parish Council in January 

2005 & at public forum of AGM in March.

Initial meeting in May 2005 and Steering 

Committee established

Questionnaire designed between June 

2005 & April 2006.

Questionnaire distributed & returned July-

August 2006.

Results collated & analysed 2006-2008.

Comments & statistical  analysis used 

to identify key issues.

Action Plans drawn up. Analysis included to 

identify those items achievable and the 

probable time-scales. This prioritised issues. 

Presented to the community and 

accepted by the Parish Council 

April/July 2011.

Distributed to community and placed on 

Parish Council web-site  July/August 2011
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3.1 History

Tilston sits astride the ancient roman road extending from Wroxeter to Chester and 

may have been known as óBoviumô. In the Domesday survey, Tilston was described as 

the most important and prosperous village in the larger ecclesiastical Parish of Tilston, 

which consisted of five very distinctive townships within the Barony of Malpas and 

consisted of the separately developed regions of Saxon Low-Cross and Hobb Hill. It 

was a place of some agricultural importance. There is a record of a 13th Century 

Church with a new tower built in the 14th/15th Century. A drift in settlements from the 

Church to the village crossroads occurred from the time of the plague up until the 17th

century ,when the area surrounding the crossroad became known as the óGreenô. 

Prior to the 19th Century this area was a large open space. In 1877 St. Maryôs Church 

was extensively re-built.

At the turn of the 20th Century, Tilston was still a 

farming community and was largely self sufficient 

boasting five public houses, blacksmith, butchers, 

bakery, Post Office (which after 1926 was also the 

telephone exchange) and many other retail and 

individual enterprises. However, the general 

growth in the community since that time has seen 

a corresponding decline in the number of retail 

outlets such that only one public house and a 

small shop remain, although many individual 

trades, skills & services are still available. Only 

two farms are now active when there used to be 

seven. The 20th Century Methodist chapel has 

recently closed, the earlier 19th chapel having 

closed a long time ago.
3.2 The Parish today

Tilston is a rural parish with a ónewô and óestablishedô population that reflects a cross 

section of society. Over the last 200 years  the population of Tilston has varied

considerably, but currently it shows a levelling off at about 630. However, examination 

of the growth rate in housing development since the 1950ôs shows a steadily rising 

trend and extrapolation to 2020 indicate that the number of residences could increase 

from the 2001 census figure of 248 to 320, which could imply a corresponding 28.5% 

increase in the population over this time.  
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Most young children attend the village primary school whilst older children travel out 

to the comprehensive school at Malpas. There is minimal employment in Tilston, 

many residents commuting to work as far away as Merseyside and Manchester.

A large part of Tilston is designated a conservation area and it includes 10 grade ll

buildings and 1 grade ll*(Church) and 2 listed structures. In addition to many more 

traditional houses, it has many modern and modernised houses including a number 

owned by the Chester and District Housing Trust. Tilston also boasts 1 Site of 

Biological Interest, 2 Sites of Nature Conservation Value and 1 Regionally Important 

Geological Site.

The War Memorial Hall

3.2.1 The present War Memorial Hall was 

built in 1976 to replace an earlier wooden 

structure and is dedicated to those who fell 

in the two world wars. It is used by a large 

number of community groups and is in 

almost constant use for various meetings 

and social events as described on page11. 

It also houses the óMillennium Doomsday 

Bookô, the Tilston Archives and the Tilston

Tapestry.  The Hall is managed by the War 

Memorial Hall Committee. A óMillenniumô 

roof clock was added in 2000 and the Hall 

has seen a number of subsequent 

refurbishments

St. Maryõs Church

3.2.2 The Church has been central to the 

community for centuries. In 1683 it fell into 

disrepair but still retained its mud floor. 

Rebuilding was subsequently carried out 

which included the building of what is now 

known as the óLeche Chapelô. The Church 

was again extensively refurbished to its 

current standard in 1877. The óRush 

Bearingô tradition of laying fresh rushes on 

the mud floor is the origin of the annual 

óTilston Wakesô festivities. The Church, 

which is always well attended and is well 

supported by the Tilston Ladies Choir and 

Womenôs Guild, is currently administered by 

the Priest in Charge, Jane Stephenson, who 

also looks after St. Edithôs at Shocklach, 

The Parish today (Contd.)
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. 

3.2.4 The playing field was originally donated for 

use by the community by the Egerton-Warburton 

family and was rented for a nominal annual 

amount. Recently , after a considerable fund 

raising campaign and under the management and 

direction of the Tilston Playing Field Association, 

the field has been purchased by the community. 

The field is central to many village activities  

notably, the Annual Tilston Wakes event, football, 

open days and the childrenôs play area, which has 

recently been augmented by the introduction of 

óPlaybuilderô equipment. Plans for additional 

equipment and upgrading of the site buildings are 

also well advanced.

The Playing Field

3.2.3 Tilston CE Parochial Primary School building 

dates back to the 19th Century, but has seen 

extensive expansion and modernisation over the 

years. It caters not only for the children from 

Tilston but also those from the outlying areas in 

the ratio 1 : 0.8.  It is held by all in very high 

esteem, achieving excellent óOfstedô reports. The 

Head is Mr. Richard Harley, who is committed to  a 

programme of continual improvement.

The extra curricula activities include a drama/film 

club, netball, football, cookery club and the choir. 

The school also runs an óAfter School Club ó(this is 

now complemented by the Early Starters).

The children undertook an environmental project 

and art-work in support of the Parish Plan.

The Village Primary School

Amenities (Contd.)

The ôCarden Armsõ Public House and Shop

3.2.5 Although commercial 

establishments, both the 

óCardenArmsô and shop serve 

the community in many ways. In 

addition to providing their 

normal services, the óCarden

Arms óprovides facilities for 

many other important village 

activities, and the shop by 

providing a valuable conduit for 

communication.
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3.2.6 Amenities and Activities 

Retail :

V The Shop

V The Carden Arms Public House

Commerce:

VTarmac Surfaces

VCheshire Oak Structures

VEquestrian

VPersonal Enterprises

VFarming

VBed and Breakfast Accommodation

Community

Church Functions:

VServices & Lessons

VCoffee Mornings

VHarvest Festival Supper

VRemembrance Parade

VEx-Servicemenôs Association

VBell Ringers

War Memorial Hall Functions:

VThe Evergreens

VWRVS Meetings & WI Meetings

VParish Council  & General Meetings

VThe Beavers & Guides

VPlaygroup

VArchives & Milennium Tapestry

VThe Tilston Singers

VPlays & Musical Evenings

The Carden Arms:

VTilston Music Club

VLadies Darts Club

VBingo Night

School Events:

VSports day

VPlays

VHarvest Festival

VProjects

General Activities:

VWakes/Rush bearing

VPlaying Field/Playing Field Association

VClay Shooting

VThe Hunt & Horse Riding

VFootball

VTrekking

VTilston Band & Youth Club

VPoetry and Tapestry groups

VGolf

VFishing
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